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This dissert at ion t reat s cont emporary Viet namese American lit erat ure as responses t o
common inquiries about  hist ory and ident it y st emming from U.S.-cent ric, myopic, and
racialized narrat ives about  t he U.S.-Viet  Nam War t hat  serve t o assuage lingering
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American guilt  and eclipse Viet namese American perspect ives. These inquiries include
"Where are you from?" and "What  was t he war like?" The works st udied here represent
various lit erary genres-- comic books, cookbooks, memoirs, and novels--t hat  offer
diverse, dist inct  forms for negot iat ing ambivalent  Viet namese American ident it ies,
namely t hrough t he expression of  t rauma. This dissert at ion focuses on how each genre
allows art iculat ions of  t rauma by bending t ime and space t o rewrit e dominant  hist ories
of t he U.S.-Viet  Nam War as "over" or "ended." As argued in t he following chapt ers,
cont emporary mult i-genre Viet namese American lit erat ure st resses t hat  t he war is not
over, as it s t raumas resurface and are inherit ed by t he second generat ion; t he t ext s
discussed highlight  t he ebbs and flows of  forming and broadening concept ions of  f luid
ident it ies t hat  are labeled and fixed (or at  least  at t empt ed t o) as "Viet namese
American." This dissert at ion, t hen, focuses on works t hat  use t heir respect ive genres t o
negot iat e ident it ies in t erms of long-st anding racialized st ereot ypes of  t he model
minorit y and, in cont rast , t he t hreat ening perpet ual foreigner; each chapt er furt her
examines issues of  diversifying t he represent at ion of  Viet namese Americans in dialogue
wit h t he f igures of  t he refugee, commodified culinary t our guides, mult iracial children, as
well as t ransgender and gender f luid individuals. In order, t he chapt ers in t his dissert at ion
will focus on t he following t ext s : GB Tran's graphic memoir VIETNAMERICA; four
cookbooks by Luke Nguyen, Charles Phan, Nhut  Huynh, and Ann Le; life narrat ives by Kien
Nguyen and myself; and t he genre-bending, queer narrat ives of  Cat fish and Mandala : A
Two-Wheeled Voyage Through t he Landscape and Memory of  Viet nam by Andrew X.
Pham and lê t hi diem t húy's The Gangst er We Are All Looking For. An invest igat ion of  how
t he lit erary form enhances t he delivery of  cont ent  t hat  challenges U.S.- serving hist orical
discourses and epist emologies of  racial ident it y, t his dissert at ion st ands as an effort  t o
expand not  only t he possibilit ies of  response, but  also t he t errain of  inquiry
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