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Abstract

Australia has one of the highest rates of youth suicide in the western world, especially
among rural men. This paper discusses the social construction of this issue in Australia
and explores the issue through interviews with 30 young people and 12 key informants
from a rural town in NSW. Findings suggest that young people struggle to deal with
conflict in social relationships, that community discourses shape young people's
understandings and that suicide is talked about in reference to depression. Implications

for youth suicide prevention in Australian rural communities are discussed.
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