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This  article  analyz e s  the  implications  of the  Jame s  Loe we n's  the s is  that Chine s e  Ame ricans  in Mis s is s ippi
e le vate d the ir cas te  s tatus  unde r Jim Crow from "colore d" to  "ne ar white ." Analyz ing  acade mic, popular
cultural, and vis ual de pictions  of the  Chine s e  and othe r As ian Ame ricans  in the  s e g re g ate d S outh, the  article
uncove rs  the  jarring  mome nts  that atte nd the  claim of s tatus  ris e —he re , of As ian "ne ar-white ne s s ." More
s pe cifically, it arg ue s  that the re  is  always  an e xce s s  to  the  As ian community's  "s ucce s s ful" dis as s ociation
from African Ame ricans  and its  own "partly colore d" pas t. The  work de ve lops  a conce pt of racial inte rs titiality
as  a mode l for comparative  Ethnic  S tudie s  and for re cons ide ring  the  black-white  binary that frame s  Ame rican
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