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Abstract

Scholars have long beeninterested inthe mutabilityand combinabilityof Shakespeare’s works inearly print
culture: how parts of Love’s Labour’s Lost we re mixed with texts by otherpoets in William Jaggard’s The
Passionate Pilgrim (1599), or how John Benson’s 1640 Poemsvolume changed the orderofthe Sonnets(and at
times, the genderofShakespeare’s addressee). This article reveals thatearlymodernbook owners
physically combined and compiled Shakespeareanworks, creating bound multi-te xt volumes to suit their
tastes and needs. Surveying extant compilations from numerous Britishand American archives, |
demonstrate that the combinatoryactivities of publishers like Jaggard and Bensonreflected a more
generalreaderlydesire forflexible,adaptable works in print. These works, witheachnewassembly, gave
rise to different juxtapositions and different forms of canonicity, many of which are surprising to us today. But
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inrare book archives,especiallyinthe eighteenthand nineteenth centuries, mostofthese early
compilations were disassembled, theirtexts rebound separately, eliminating the evidence of previous
uses infavorofa Shakespeareantextthatlooksmodern:slim,self-enclosed, bound alone infine morocco.
This article argues thatsuchassembly practices playarole ingenerating meaning—that the parameters of
reading and interpreting Shakespeare are frequentlyestablished, and sometimes imposed, by the
collectors,compilers,conservators, and curators who,inaveryliteralsense, makebooks.
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MONG THE MOST VALUED ITEMS IN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ar Oxford’s

Bodleian Library is a volume of Shakespeares poetry containing quartos
of Venws and Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, and the Sennets gathered vogether by
an eighteenth-century owner named Thomas Caldecon.! So highly valued is
this book that it cannot be consulted according to the usual procedures. One
must first appeal for special permission ar Duke Humfrey's Libeary, then rrudge
across Broad Sweer o the New Library ro read ir under dose supervision in
the Maodern Papers Room—and for good reason. The volume brings wgether
rare early edirions of is rhree consriment works: Venus and Adonis and Lucrece
from a 1594 printing and the Somnets from 1609, The rexis themselves are nearly
Hawless (or in bibliographical erms, perfect), thar is, with no major defects or
Larrer-day adulterations;* their pages have been cropped, washed, and rebound in
stately red morocoo with gilt toding and crisp marbled endpapers. In fact, only a
few scant traces of the books' four cenruries of use and circularion remain, most
of which are annorarions wrirren by modern archivists and connoisseurs. The
earliess record of provenance is one thar Caldecon himself left in the Ayleaves:
I purchased the contens of this volume June 1796 af an chacure bookseller of
the name of Vanderberg near St. Margarers Church Wesrminster. He had cur

Eardier versions of this essay were presented ar che 2007 conference of the Associadon of
Literary Scholars and Criges in Chicge and dhe 2008 annual meeting of the Shakespeare
Associsebon of America in [allia, | am graveful o the parescipants ae both events and o che
Biblisgraphical Seciery of America fbr 3 Fellowship char helped fund dhe researdh, | also dhank
Jettrey Mlasten, Stephen Orgel Bill Sherman, and Wendy Wall for dheir amention to dhe
TRATIISCT Pt 3t var avis :ltaguuf propasat mn.

! Badleian Liesey M5 Asch, (232 According to s nee in the B Bdal cie book was
donared to the Bodleian in 1833, Caldecoot was 2 barriser and prominent mllector of wodks
by Shakespeare. He also produced controversial editions of Hamlet and As You Like & in 1819,

! There i, scoeding to the Bodleian catilogue entry, one dight impecfection in the tithe page
of the Sonneis voleme, The Bodleinn carslogue is svailable online see the Universiey of Oraford
OIS (Oxiord Lisraries Information System ) ar heepy’ fwwrw liboo scuk fobisf {acossed 22
July 2004, searching by indnidual teles. The entive volame can be viewed at btepy'S www,
erehaskeoom, arg/ Control/ shulue | findex homl Unless otherwise specified, duses supplisd in
these notes are raken from dhe Ohford online cralogues.
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