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Abstract
The article offers a descrip tive analysis of strategies of crime control in
contemp orary Britain and elsewhere. It argues that the normality of high
crime rates and the limitations of criminal justice agencies have created a
new p redicament for governments. The resp onse to this p redicament has
been recurring ambivalence that help s exp lain the volatile and
contradictory character of recent crime control p olicy. The article identifies
adap tive strategies (resp onsibilization, defining deviance down, and
redefining organizational success) and strategies of denial (the p unitive
sovereign resp onse), as well as the different criminologies that accomp any
them.
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