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Abstract

Kolkata has been a multilingual city for several hundred
years and like all modern metropolis it is home to diverse
linguistic communities. Such multilingual metropolis almost
always impacts the lives, the culture and languages of
inhabitants. This is even more interesting when the communities
in question are not a ‘native' community but are migrated. This
paper tries to investigate the nature of its impact on the language
use of a section of Calcutta University students whose native
language is not Bengali. Through a questionnaire-based survey,
we try to explore the pattern of language use of these students.
Through this study we would like to show the model of language
dynamics as exists among a section of youth in Kolkata, who are
not speakers of the principle regional language, and indicate its
effect on languages, individuals and communities concerned.
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