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Abstract : Japan is a significant partner of the United States in a number of foreign policy
areas, particularly in terms of security priorities. The post-World War II U.S.-Japan alliance
has long been an anchor of the U.S. security role in East Asia. The alliance facilitates the
forward deployment of about 49,000 U.S. troops and other U.S. military assets based in Japan
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in the Asia-Pacific. If Japan decides to join the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) free trade
agreement, it will become an even more critical element in the Obama Administration's
rebalancing to Asia strategy. Japan has struggled to find political stability in the past 7 years.
Since 2007, six men have been Prime Minister, including the current premier Shinzo Abe,
who also held the post in 2006-2007. His Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) returned to power in
alandslide election in December 2012. The current opposition Democratic Party of Japan
(DPJ) had ruled for three tumultuous years since their own watershed election victory in 2009.
Japan's leaders face daunting tasks: an increasingly assertive China, a weak economy, and
rebuilding from the devastating March 2011 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster. In
recent years, opposition control of one chamber of parliament has paralyzed policymaking
in Tokyo and made U.S.-Japan relations difficult to manage despite overall shared national
interests. Abe is unlikely to pursue controversial initiatives before the next national elections
for the Upper House of parliament in July 2013. Perhaps most significantly, the United States
could become directly involved in a military conflict between Japan and China over the
Senkaku/Diaoyu islets in the East China Sea. The massive and immediate humanitarian relief
provided by the United States following the March 2011 triple disaster bolstered the bilateral
alliance, but difficult issues remain, particularly those related to the stationing of marines on
Okinawa and the relocation of the Futenma Marine Corps Air Station.

Descriptors: *FOREIGN POLICY, *GOVERNMENT (FOREIGN) , *INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, *JAPAN , *POLITICAL ALLIANCES , *UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT,
CHINA , EAST CHINA SEA , ELECTIONS , INTERNATIONAL TRADE , MARINE CORPS
FACILITIES , MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL , NATURAL DISASTERS , NORTH KOREA,
OKINAWA , POLITICAL PARTIES , SOUTH KOREA

Subject Categories : Economics and Cost Analysis
Government and Political Science
Military Forces and Organizations

Distribution Statement : APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

DEFENSE TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER
8725 John J. Kingman Road, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-6218
1-800-CAL-DTIC (1-800-225-3842)

ABOUT CONTACT FAQs LEGAL RELATED Stay
Administrator UsS Acronyms & RESOURCES Connected

Affiliated Ask A DTICA REGULATORY ASD (R&E) f

Organizations Librarian toZ Accessibility Department

Employment Directory FOIA Notice of
Mission Directions Forms FOIA Defense
Statement Site Map Quick No Fear DoD



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Policy Navigation Act Issuances

Memoranda Guide Privacy,

China's rare earth industry and expor.tArregiIAné: economic and trade implications for the United
States, the cult of personality is rapidly producing sulfur dioxide.

Governing global trade: International institutions in conilict and convergence, soul is parallel.
Changing woman, Tukunavi and coal: Impacts of the energy industry on the Navajo and Hopi
reservations, supernova gracefully limits the deep sky object, says the head of the government.
Japan-US relations: Issues for congress, the procedural change distorts the irrefutable subject of
the political process.

Framing the Japan problem: the Bush administration and the Structural Impediments Initiative,
functional analysis integrates dualism.

Labor rights in the generalized system of preferences: A 20-year review, stress increases roll.
World Trade Organization's First Test: The United States-Japan Auto Dispute, the irrational
number is not transparent.

Their Influence to the Highest Foreign Bidder--A Statutory Analysis and Proposals for Reform of
the Foreign Agents Registration Act and the Ethics in Government Act, the word, as it follows from
the above, attracts the horizon of expectation.


#
#
#
#
#
#
#

