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Abstract

Inthree recentbooks byyoung Jewish American writers, Nathan Englander's Forthe Release ofUnbearable
Urges (1999), Jonathan Safran Foer's Everything is Illuminated (2002), and MichaelChabon's The Amazing
Adventures of Kavalier & Clay (2000),each authoruses fantasyto representthe Holocaustorto thematize
the problemofits representation. Inthese writers' hands, fantasycan pointto the difficulty ofdirectly
accessing historicalexperience,itcanbe amediumforrepresenting Jewish folk culture before the
Holocaust,and itcanevenprovide pleasure and escape throughits diversions.InEnglander's story "The

Tumblers," the famous Fools of Chelm are transplanted into a Nazi environment and miraculously survive. In
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Everything Is llluminated, Foeruses magicalrealist devices to give shape to his imaginary shtetl,
Trachimbrod. Chabon's Kavalier & Clayis exceptionalin presenting fantasyas a means oftherapeutic
escape fromhistory. Chabon mostdirectly confronts the problemofrepresentationthroughnon-realist
techniques, and strikingly, he sets up adefense of popularescapismas a quintessentially American artistic

response to the Holocaust.
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American holocaust fiction, allegoricalimage, after carefulanalysis, is stillin demand.
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