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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

This  S ide  of the  Mountain Thomas  Parris h If you have  much of an acquaintance  with the  comics , you're
probably aware  that S nu y S mith is  g oing  s traig ht—or, pe rhaps , s traig hte r. The  othe r day the  local s he ri
s mas he d the  tube s  and coils  that made  up S nu y's  ve ne rable  s till, and s o, a e r s ome  s ixty ye ars  of ke e ping
Hootin' Holle r s upplie d with moons hine , the  big -nos e d little  fe llow has  de cide d not to  re build it. As  the
Was hing ton Pos t note d e ditorially, S nu y would probably have  dis appe are d from the  funny pape rs  long  ag o
as  re pre s e nting  a s lur on S outhe rn mountain pe ople  "we re  it not for the  like lihood that the re 's  no place  on
e arth whe re  pe ople  actually talk the  way the y do in Hootin' Holle r and thus  no one  to  take  o e ns e ."
Nowadays , ce rtainly , with s o  many e xpos e d ne rve s  e ve rywhe re  re aching  out to  s nag  any pos s ible  pas s ing
s lur, we  wouldn't want to  add anothe r one —thoug h you can't he lp noting  (as  othe rs  have  obs e rve d, too) that
the  world e xpe cts  the s e  s ame  mountain pe ople  to  dis play more  forbe arance  than is  re quire d of the
me mbe rs  of any othe r ide ntifiable  e thnic, s e xual, occupational , re lig ious , or topog raphical g roup. Anyway,
that's  not our point he re . What S nu y's  re tire me nt re ally bring s  to  mind is  Jane  S te phe ns on and he r
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re markable  book, Courag e ous  Paths , which is  s ubtitle d "S torie s  of Nine  Appalachian Wome n." This  book
cons is ts  of firs t-pe rs on accounts  by wome n who have  atte nde d the  Ne w Opportunity S chool at Be re a—an
e nte rpris e  that has  now produce d more  than two hundre d g raduate s , wome n who have  le arne d important
thing s  about what you do in a job and how you g o about g e tting  one . One  of the  harde s t thing s  the s e  wome n
have  had to  do is  to  make  the  de cis ion to  come  to  the  s chool, in the  firs t place , and the n to  follow throug h on
it. The ir backg rounds —we ll, the y've  had it roug h, much roug he r than would be  re quire d of anybody in a fair
and e quitable  unive rs e . And he re 's  whe re  S nu y come s  in. Lis te n to  s ome  line s  from the s e  s torie s : Ada: "He
was  drinking  s ome , but I thoug ht it would g e t be tte r.... During  this  time  my hus band s till was  having  a
proble m with alcohol; in fact he  was  g e tting  wors e .... The n the  phys ical abus e  s tarte d." Re be cca: "My
hus band, he  was  an alcoholic... We  we re  ne ve r re ally s table .... I was  the  one  making  the  living  be caus e  I
kne w I had to." Eve lyn: "My brothe r was  an alcoholic; my hus band was  an alcoholic; his  brothe r was  an
alcoholic, and the y all come  to  s tay with us . Nobody worke d . . . Whe n I was  as le e p, he  had take n my mone y
out of my purs e  and drank it up." Emma: "The  boys ' dad was  in a habit of drinking  ... [He ] g ot into  a fig ht with
anothe r pe rs on and was  s tabbe d in the  che s t." Crys tal: "We  g re w up ve ry roug h be caus e  both of our pare nts
we re  alcoholics .... We  would be  le  alone  for days  by ours e lve s  with me  to  take  care  of the  childre n, and we
ne ve r kne w whe re  our pare nts  we re  or whe n the y was  coming  back." And s o it g oe s —lots  of compuls ive
cus tome rs  for S nu y S mith's  product, whe the r it's  obtaine d dire ct from the  s till or boug ht at a packag e
s tore . Drinking , by hus bands , pare nts , brothe rs —talk ofit, proble ms  cre ate d by it, horrors  broug ht on
throug h its  ine xorably wors e ning  cours e —runs  throug h the s e  narrative s . It doe s n't re ally run, thoug h. It's
more  like  an oppre s s ive  s tone , we ig hing  down thos e  as s ociate d with the  a licte d drinke r. The  s torie s , of
cours e , are  told by the  e s cape rs , thos e  with no alcohol proble m and a drive  to  take  up a ne w life . What about
the  othe rs ?  What about the  alcoholics  the ms e lve s  and all of the  wome n who are  bound to  the m?  And, for that
matte r, what about the  drinking  wome n, too?  S e ve ral ye ars  ag o, a the rapis t writing  in this  mag az ine
(S umme r 19 9 2) obs e rve d that "inte rwove n with the  thre ads  of alcoholis m and drug  addiction in Appalachia
are  long -s e cre t s trands  of viole nce  and s e xual abus e ." S he  comme nte d, as  we ll, on a s tudy that—we ll, it
te lls  us  what we  alre ady know, but it's  nice  to  have  it s obe rly s tate d in a s tudy: "Factors  as s ociate d with
hig h...
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