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Abstract
In the field of development economics

corruption is considered a major obstacle to

economic development. When opportunities to

abuse power for self-interest are widespread,

inequalities may become reinforced and

democratic and economic development will be

undermined. Empirical studies have found a

negative relationship between gender and

corruption implying that increased female

participation lowers the level of corruption and

that it could be used as an anti-corruption

strategy. By accepting this relationship as a fact

without further investigating the underlying

mechanisms, simply increasing female

participation as an anti-corruption strategy

could fail.

Our intention in this thesis is to critically assess

the relationship between a... (More)
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