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SUMMARY

This is t he f irst  of  a t hree-volume comment ary on t he Gospel of  Luke,
covering t he birt h narrat ives t hrough t he Galilean minist ry of  Jesus. The
int roduct ion covers t he t ext -crit ical quest ions of  t he Gospel, as well as it s
canonizat ion, language, st ruct ure, origin, and t heological profile. Bovon
argues t hat  Luke is not  a direct  st udent  of  Paul, but  represent s a specif ic
form of t he Pauline school in t he t hird generat ion of  t he churches. The
aut hor also t reat s how t he Gospel was used in lat er generat ions: writ ers
from t he early church, t he Middle Ages, and t he Reformat ion. He includes
excursuses on "The Virgin Birt h and t he Hist ory of  Religions," "The Devil,"
"The Word of  God," and "Forgiveness of  Sins."
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