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Öz
This article deals with Romanticism in modernist British writer
Virginia Woolf's novel, Mrs Dalloway. Although her works are
experimental and new, they are part of a wider and developing
perspective in the historical process of literary tradition, so that
they cannot be viewed as completely breaking away from
literary tradition, but rather as a reworking and redevelopment
in its evolution. In her reworking of the traditional novel, this
paper may suggest that Woolf made it "new" by returning to
the Romantics, particularly to Wordsworth. By this claim, this
paper does not mean that Woolf copied Wordsworth exactly,
but was profoundly and pervasively influenced by his aesthetic
views, especially in relation to her understanding of life as
"consciousness". By returning to the Romantics, Woolf
develops her sense of "reality" as both fragmented and whole,
and of the "self" as fragmented but desiring and imagining
unity. Hence she not only strove to construct a poetical or
lyrical novel to express that contradictory view but also used
her fiction to explore the mystery of the subjective
consciousness as the dominant modernist view. In order to
express her perception of modernist identity, Woolf used
memory as a device in Mrs Dalloway and thus developed a
new way of narration as well as a new view of human identity.
By means of this new method, she left the objective narration
of the traditional novel, and thus meaning or the view of
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identity in Woolf's late fiction is not static but undecided,
unfinished and mysterious.
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