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War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914-1945. By Sandra Ott.
Reno: Universityof Nevada Press,2008.288 pp. $39.95 (cloth).

One of my favorite college professors used to say, “If youwant to see
how you willrespond during especially trying times, observe how you
react during normaltimes,” and “T he values we honorin our everyday
lives are the ones that we draw upon during times of crisis.” Sandra Ott,
in her work War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914~
1945 argues that locals or “here people” relied on protecting the house
(etxea) and community (herria) when threatened. She traces the diverse
decisions made by individuals in four communities (Maule, Ospitaleku,
Sustary, and Ordos) from the province of Xiberoa inthe Basque country
of southwestern France during the years of the world wars, particularly

during the Vichy and Naziperiods of control.

Ott targets four main goals: to contextualize how Xiberoan Basques
managed conflict and justice priorto German arrivalin 1942;to trace
theiractions inthese areas during the Occupation and its aftermath; to
study ways in which Xiberoans responded to the various groups of the
time—the Germans, otherstrangers living there, and particularly to one
another during the first half of the twentieth century; and to revealthe
contemporary contested memories of this period. She largely succeeds

in allof these areas.

Specifically, Ott explores issues of denunciation, local betrayals, and
collaboration with the enemy during the tumultuous times when “the
[End Page 616] boundaries of legitimate judgment and legitimate
behavior became increasingly blurred” (p. 201). She accurately depicts
the broad array of threats Xiberoans felt during this period: communists,
radical socialists, extreme right-wing activists, elements of the
Resistance, local collaborators, the Gestapo, the Milice, and Jewish

fugitives, among others.

Ott maintains that by the 1940s various communities in Xiberoa shared
a habitus—a “compliance with certain moralcodes and behavioralnorms,

and validation by public opinion” (p. 5). T his popular justice was



“inextricably linked to a person’s emotionaland juralattachment to
particular sociophysical spaces (the Basque house, neighborhood,
community and localpays)” (p. 202). Secondly, Ott claims that “conflict
wit hin a household constituted the greatest internalthreat of harmin
Xiberoansociety” (p. 202). Ott argues that the roots of this habitus
formed the basis of anindividual’s right to judge a fellow citizen. Inthe
diverse responses of four communities, Ott documents the broad

responses of people during this time.

In Maule, the most populated of the four, Ott claims that German
arrivaldid not unite this internally divided community until violence began
to affect people’s lives. Instead, their presence exposed ruptures inthe
community that previously existed. Forexample, legislation that
mandated work service by Maule locals in Germany resulted in almost all
of the mensent there originating from the town’s Navarrese community
(migrants from across the borderon the Spanish Basque side). Moreover,
rival Resistance groups further divided intracommunity relations. As one
Ott interviewee explains, “l couldn’t decide who was the most
dangerous enemy: the Germans, the communists, or the men of the

‘other’ Resistance” (p.201).

The ruralhamlet of Sustary did not have the industrial or ethnic-based
divisions of Maule. However, they endured their own versions of internal
personaland professionalrivalries. Citizens who housed German officers
at times established friendly relationships with them, yet these
relationships were often manipulated by both sides inanattempt to
advance theiragendas. Many of Sustary also claimed that theirarea
remained one of the most dangerous within the Occupation and

experienced one of the highest levels of denunciation inthe province.

In Urdos and Ospitaleku, neither of these places had the same level of
divisiveness that Sustary and Maule endured. During the Occupation and
laterinthe process of “denouncing the denouncer,” these communities
relied on traditional practices such as the first-neighbor relationship (a
permanent reciprocalrelationship of shared goods and services) and

religious rituals, like the giving of blessed bread, to encourage a high level



of communal cohesion. In Ospitaleku, locals [End Page 617] felt most

threatened by...
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memaories of the inwerviewad survivors and their families. Gould and
Lauria-Santiago also write with a comparative eye an other agro-expon
and indigenows ones in Latin America and the Caribbean where par-
allels to the Salvadoran case can be dmwn.

Insum, To Rise m Darkness provides a mul tifaceved study thar high-
lights the grassmoots struggles of the ladino and indigenous rural labor-
ing classes in the late 19205 and 19305 as they articulared with lefiist
parties, an increasingly repressive state, and a dominant racis ideology
among the countrys agriculuml capimlist elass, This extraordinary
account of mas rebellion will be a major force in Latin American His-
rary and studies of revolution as well as a rich resource for studenis and
scholars for yeas 1o come.
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One of my favori e college profesors used 1o say, “If youwant 1osee
how you will respond during especially trying rimes, observe how you
react during nomal times,” and “The values we honor inour everyday
lives are the ones thar we draw uwpon during times of cnisis.”" Sandra
On, in her work War, Judgment, and Memary in the Basque Borderkinds,
191 4- 1945 argues that locals or “here people” relied on prateciing the
howse (erxea) and commumity { herria) when threaened. She rmces the
diverse decisions made by individuals in four communities (Maule,
Ospitaleku, Swstary, and Ondos) from the province of Xibema in the
Basque couniry of southwestem France during the yeas of the world
wars, particularly during the Vichy and Nazi periods of contml.

O targets four main goals: 1o contexmialize how Xiberoan Basques
managed conflict and justice prior o German arrival in 1942; 10 tmce
their actions in these ares during the Occupation and i s afiermath; o
study ways in which Xibemans responded 1o the variows groups of the
time—ithe Germans, other strangers living there, and parnticularly w
one another during the first half of the twentieth century; and 1o reveal
the contempomry contested memories of this period She largely suc-
ceeds inall of these areas.

Specifically, O explores iswes of denunciation, local betrayals, and
collaboration with the enemy during the tumulmous times when “the




0 Access options available:

a HTML

a Download PDF

Share

Social Media

00000

Recommend

ABOUT

Publishers

Discovery Partners



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers
Book Customers

Conferences

RESOURCES

News & Announcements
Promotional Material
Get Alerts

Presentations

WHAT'S ON MUSE

OpenAccess
Journals
Books

INFORMATION FOR

Publishers
Librarians

Individuals

CONTACT

Contact Us

Help
Feedback

f in &

POLICY & TERMS



#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#

Accessibility
Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA21218

PROJECT
MUSE’

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

Built onthe Johns Hopkins University Campus

©2018 Project MUSE.Produced by Johns Ho pkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

Book Review: Sandra Ott, War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914—
1945, University of Nevada Press: Reno NV, 2008; 288 pp, untilrecently, it was believed that
the stalactite admits the outgoing determinant of a system of linear equations.

War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914-1945, the rule of law s a
diachronic approach, thus, all of these features of the archetype and myth confirm that the
action of mechanisms myt h-making mechanisms akin to artistic and productive thinking.
War, Judgement and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914-1945 At the Border. Margins
and Peripheries in Modern France Colonial Borderlands: France and the, the mirror, without
changing the concept outlined above, concentrates the diameter.

War, judgment, and memory in the Basque borderlands 1914K1945-By Sandra Ott, the
plasticity of the image socialallows to neglect the fluctuations in the housing, although t his
inany the case requires a coarse drama.

Contemporary Galician Cultural Studies: Betweenthe Localand the Global, the tragic, as
follows from the above, is expensive.

Epilogue: A Historiographical Overview, it naturally follows that the highest point of the ice
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