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Abstract :  This document examines why it is important to increase meaningful
involvement of people who use illegal drugs in the response to human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) infection and hepatitis C and how this can be done. Recommendations aimed at
ensuring greater, meaningful and sustained involvement of people who use drugs in all
aspects of Canada's response to HIV/acquired immune deficiency syndrome, hepatitis C
and illegal drug use are provided. These include: recognition of national and local
government units of the value of organizations of people who use illegal drugs; funding
and capacity building initiatives for people who use drugs; participation of people who use
drugs in consultations, committees and fora where policies, interventions or services
concerning them are planned, discussed, determined or evaluated; and efforts to
increase involvement of people who use drugs in community-based organizations.
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