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Abstract
This p ap er reviews and reconstructs recent feminist work on welfare states
and social p olicy regimes. We argue that the concep t of “regime” should be

stretched to incorp orate the way that signs organize the relations among
subjects authorized to op erate on the field of p ower. We focus on feminist
debates over the status of “maternalism” in welfare movements and states
to p ut forward our exp anded, culturalist concep tualization of gender
regimes.
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t o give a one-component General cult ural cycle.
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work of Philip Kot ler, t he anima Frank.
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phenomenon.
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