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Abstract

In this book, the author gives an account of the familiar violent aspects of
volcanoes and the various forms that eruptions can take. He explores why
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volcanoes exist at all, why volcanoes occur where they do, and how
examples of major historical eruptions can be interpreted in terms of
physical processes. Throughout he attempts to place volcanism in a
planetary perspective, exploring the pre-eminent role of submarine
volcanism on Earth and the stunning range of volcanic phenomena
revealed by spacecraft exploration of the solar system.
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