
The (Un) happy Romance of Curleo and
Liliet'. Xenophon of Ephesus, the

Cyropaedia and the birth of the'anti-
tragic'novel.

JOURNAL HELP

FONT SIZE

JOURNAL CONTENT

Search Scope All

Search

BROWSE
By Issue
By Author
By Title
Other Journals

INFORMATION

For Readers
For Authors
For Librarians

USER

Username

Password

HOME  ABOUT  LOGIN  SEARCH  CURRENT  ARCHIVES  ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOME  > AN 7  > CAPRA

'The (Un)happy Romance of Curleo and Liliet'. Xenophon of Ephesus, the 
the birth of the 'anti-tragic' novel
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Abstract

In part 1, I argue that in Roman Greece Panthea and Abradates’ novella from the 
that Xenophon of Ephesus must have borrowed and allusively adapted their names so as to give 
novel’s heroes (‘Anthea’ = ‘Flora’, ‘Abrocomes’ = ‘Delicate hair’). In part 2 and 3, I explore the intertextual potential of such
a reference. Echoes from the Cyropaedia prove an important ingredient of Xenophon’s novel, helping define its fictional
status in and against the background of its classical model. In part 4 I turn to the names themselves, arguing that Xenophon
felt the need to hellenise his character names, which suit very well his implicit ‘revision’ of  Panthea’s novella.
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