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Publisher Summary
T his chapter is concerned mainly with four classes of sentences: existential, locative,
possessive and perfective-transitive. T hese classes are elucidated citing related examples
for each of them. In some languages (e.g., T urkish), the possessive is structurally similar
to the existential; in some (e.g., Chinese, Hindi, Russian, Gaelic, Swahili), the possessive
is structurally similar to the locative; and in others (e.g., English, Greek, Latin), the
existential is structurally similar to the locative. T he expression of â€œpossessionâ€ by
means of a quasi-transitive verb with the â€œpossessorâ€ as its subject and the
â€œpossessed thingâ€ as its object is relatively uncommon throughout the languages of
the world. T here is a structural similarity in many languages (including English) between
the possessive and the perfective-transitive construction. Every recent textbook of
linguistics lays stress upon the necessity of making the synchronic description of
languages independent of diachronic considerations. T his does not mean, however, that
there is no connexion between synchronic and diachronic derivation.
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