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Abstract
As a feminist sociologist and gerontologist, I am aware that life and work intersect, with
one arena providing fodder, challenge, or impetus for reflection upon the other. I explore
those links consciously in this essay, finding some of the earlier tensions that have
marked my intellectual and personal life resolved while others maintain their importance.
In particular, I have experienced greater acceptance of feminist work and feel a part of a
community of scholars; at the same time, I continue to struggle with the deeper levels
of ageism in society, both within the disciplines in which I work and within myself.
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