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Abstract: A reconnaissance study on the relationship between population and violence was
undertaken at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the effort to develop an inventory
of propositions linking population to conflict and violence, to evaluate the evidence brought to
bear upon these propositions, and to develop comparative studies of cases where population
variables appear to have had an effect on the development of conflict and violence. 4 specific
population variables are considered in this volume - size, composition, distribution, and
change. All of these variables are easily defined in operational terms. The conflict variables,
however, present serious problems of definition. The original plan was to concentrate totally
upon organized armed conflict, but this approach became increasingly restrictive as the
proposition inventory and the individual studies proceeded. As the basic concern was with
violent conflict, the subject matter is defined in terms of power relations within and between
states and of propensities for violent conflict. This book consists of 3 parts. The 1st part
presents a critical assessment and synthesis of key propositions from the literature on
population dynamics and international violence and additionally suggests some useful
perspectives for disciplined speculation and systematic analysis and indicates conceptual and
empirical linkages between population characteristics and violent conflict. The book's 2nd
part is a comparative cross-national study of population and violence and concentrates on 45
conflicts in developing areas since World War 2. The 3rd part summarizes the results and
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