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Abstract:

This essay explores Martin Luther King's use of the Exodus narrative in his Montgomery bus boycott speeches, a

superimposing a religious drama on the campaign, King explained protesters present circumstances, urged their

united action, and provided an overwhelming conviction that they would succeed. King's speeches thus played a

boycott's development, for they connected events in the protesters' experience with a salient cultural tradition in

those events meaningful. This suggests that narrative can play a potent role in the development of social movem
essential point of convergence around which they gain coherence and power.
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