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Abstract

Over the last two decades, accompanying their rapid economic development, many
`mega-cities' in China have devoted themselves to changing their relationships to the
global economy and some have aimed at attaining global (world) city status as a key
future development goal. This paper examines the relationship between global (world)
city status and the emerging world economic system, and discusses the intense
competition between `mega-cities' in the Asia-Pacific region that Chinese cities will face
in the 21st century, especially after the Asia financial crisis. It also explores the potential
and possibility of achieving global or world city status in China. The main arguments are
that only Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing have the possibility to attain leading
positions in the global urban system in the future. Post-1997, it has been very important
for the Chinese government to find a way to coordinate the functions of Hong Kong
and the other major cities which allows them to operate smoothly together under quite
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different political systems. Finally, the authors analyse the relationships between these
three metropolises and suggests some possibilities for coordinating their roles in the
global urban system.
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