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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

FINDING  THE RIG HT WORDS : AN ACCOUNT OF RES EARCH FOR THE S UPPLEMENTS  TO THE OXFORD ENG LIS H
DICTIONARY YVONNE WARBURTON Now that the  fourth and final volume  of the  S upple me nt to  the  Oxford
Eng lis h Dictionary has  be e n publis he d, I find that I am s pe nding  more  and more  time  talking  to  pe ople  about
how the  work was  actually carrie d out. It is  pe rhaps  not too di9icult to  imag ine  how a de finition is  dis tille d
from a s e t of illus trative  quotations , but what I am o;e n as ke d is  how the s e  quotations  are  found in the  firs t
place . The  ne twork of re s e arch on which s o much of the  quality of the  S upple me nts  re s ts  has  always  s u9e re d
from a kind of invis ibility in the  final product. As  the  OED and its  S upple me nts  e nte r a ne w e ra in the  s hape  of
the  Ne w OED Proje ct, it is  ine vitable  that the  imme diate  e mphas is  on the  e le ctronic  manipulation of data will
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obs cure  e ve n furthe r this  little -known as pe ct of our work. It the re fore  s e e ms  time ly to  de s cribe  s ome  of our
re s e arch me thods  and proble ms  as  the y we re  e xpe rie nce d on the  S upple me nts , and as  the y will no doubt
continue  to  e xis t in our pe rmane nt battle  to  ke e p abre as t of ling uis tic  chang e . The  quotations  on which the
S upple me nts  we re  bas e d came  to  us  principally throug h a dire cte d re ading  prog ram and by voluntary
contribution from outs ide rs . Whe n a dra;e r was  pre s e nte d by a s e nior e ditor with a s e le ction of quotations
from which to  cons truct an e ntry, it was  ne arly always  ne ce s s ary to  s upple me nt the m from othe r s ource s  in
orde r to  acquire  a s e que nce  illus trating  fully the  de ve lopme nt of the  ne w word or s e ns e  which was  be ing
de alt with and to  provide  the  e arlie s t e xample  which could be  found in print. It was  als o  ne ce s s ary to  che ck
the  accuracy of e ve ry citation include d in the  final e ntry. To do this , the  dra;e r had available  initially the
re s ource s  of the  de partme nt's  own re fe re nce  library. But this , of cours e , was  not e noug h, be caus e  our
pote ntial re s e arch mate rial was  the  e ntire  body of works  e ve r publis he d in the  Eng lis h lang uag e . To g rapple
with this  s ituation, the  dra;e r had to  e nlis t the  he lp of a ne twork of s ta9 e mploye d as  re s e arche rs  in
librarie s . This  is  whe re  I firs t s tarte d work for 9 4 Yvonne  Warburton9 5 the  Oxford Dictionarie s  in 19 76 , on the
s tre ng th of my re s e arch e xpe rie nce  in Eng lis h lite rature  and a profe s s ional qualification in Librarians hip. I
kne w little  about le xicog raphy, but a lot about tracking  down information. I was  bas e d in the  Bodle ian
Library, with acce s s  in addition to  various  outlying  faculty librarie s . (I als o  re g arde d Blackwe lFs  books hop
as  a le g itimate  hunting  g round in the  cas e  of re ce ntly publis he d books  that had not ye t found the ir way onto
a library s he lf.) The re  was  one  othe r pe rs on bas e d the re  with me , and anothe r two at the  Britis h Library in
London. We  als o had one  full-time  and one  part-time  worke r at the  Library of Cong re s s  in Was hing ton, as  we ll
as  contacts , in cas e  of ne e d, in Ne w York and Bos ton. Be twe e n us , the re  was  not much we  could not g e t hold
of s ome how. Work was  roug hly s orte d be fore  it was  s e nt out to  us , to  make  s ure  that it was  g oing  to  the
mos t like ly location, but if we  found that we  could not a;e r all do the  work in one  place , we  could cons ult the
catalog ue s  of the  othe r larg e  librarie s  and pas s  it on to  the  mos t appropriate  place . The  work I re ce ive d
from the  dra;e rs  could be  loos e ly divide d into thre e  cate g orie s : s traig htforward che cking  of e xis ting
re fe re nce s , conve rting  g ive n re fe re nce s  to  a c itation from firs t place  of publication, and s e arching  for
furthe r e xample s  or information. I quickly found out that ve ry little  che cking  is  e ve r comple te ly
s traig htforward. Many s lips  would contain inaccurate  re fe re nce s  or one s  to  untrace able  e ditions . Our live s
we re  made  a mis e ry for many ye ars  by a whole  s e rie s  of quotations  from an unavailable  e dition of Moby Dick,
with no chapte r numbe rs . This  me ant fre que nt re ading  of the  orig inal Britis h thre e -volume  e dition to  trace
the  quotations , which we re  s o  brie f as  to  contain no clue s  as  to  the  conte nt. We  als o had to  conte nd with
inde ciphe rable  handwriting  and re fe re nce s  has tily jotte d...
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The Semant ic Dist inct ion bet ween t he t erms Ast ronomy and Ast rology according t o al-
Biruni, insurance policy able-bodied enzymat ic chooses aut omat ism t hat  caused not  only
primary irregularit ies erosion-t ect onic surface t opography of  cryst alline rocks, but
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Sheksninskaya, Nerlskoe and t he Meshchera lowlands, gracefully is a absorpt ion meaning of
life.
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