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After a successfully advent urous summer complete with avocado hand
grenades and various canine shenanigans in My Life As a Book (BCCB 9/10),
twelve-year-old Derek Fallonis not at allthrilled to be heading backto
school: not only will he have to contend with the usualdrudgery of the
classroom grind, but now that he's been officially dubbed a "reluctant
reader," he just knows that the grownups in his life are going to be on his
case about schoolwork24/7. Fortunately, a bright spot comes along in
the form of a small movie role when Derek's daredevilskateboarding
routines near his Los Angeles home snag the attention of famous
stuntman. His parents agree to theirson's new Hollywood gig only if he
promises to keep up his on homework, and Derek soon finds out that
being a stuntboy requires more than one kind of balancing act: between
his assigned reading, his jealous ex-best friend, and his pet monkey,
Derekstruggles to meet all his responsibilities and finds himself missing
the simpler days of a movie-free life. As with Book, Tashjian uses a light
hand where many would have tempted to get a bit more pedantic, and
[End Page 173] the result is an amusing, effervescent tale that manages
to sneakinafew poignant lessons under the radar. Derek's voice remains
dry, witty, and above all, honest, and his efforts to overcome his learning
disability will certainly strike a chord with those readers struggling with
similar issues and offerinsight to their bookish counterparts. Jake
Tashjian, the author's son, provides another slew of wonderfully comic
stick figures to populate the margins, mirroring and often elaborating on
the text's sly humor. Fans of the first willbe utterly delighted by this

sequeland anxious to see what Jake willturn up as next.
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Ace, who's hooked despite himadf, and who gos on to lrm a new group with a
cute and talented gid. This entry i the Oeca Currents series B excellendy tuned
to its purpase, staying snappy and solid ather than braad ening out into nesdless
wackines or inflating the page count with superfluows advenrase, Ultimardy, it's
a fond and focused tribute to the jor of getting together with pals to make some
nevise and draw attention, even f the musical bar & set pretty low | the measure of
imp rovemient is the fact thas they “don’t make the cat barf anymaore™). Endearing,
approachable, and authentic, this & a triple-threat quick pick DS

Svemn, Duvip Erms  Lowe, Mowserella; wrivten and illus by David Bzra
Stein. laulsen/Tenguin, 2011  32p
ISBN 978-0-3F-25410-9  $15.99 Ad  5-Tyrs

Mowserell already mimes her grandmother, who juse leh three days ago. so she
decides to write her a letter This book (which reads top to bottom rather than
side to side} 15 that letter, complete with Molamid-like “photos,” crayon dawings,
and sowvenirs (likea kerchup packer from a museum cafereria) for Grandmouse.
Although the childlike voice of the text is appealingly authentic and sometimes
amusing [MWe ate fres in the cafetera with squishy packs ofketchup. [ bet you done
have them in the country™}. there & virmually no plot, just a cralogue of Mouser-
ella’s everpday activities sinoe G randmouse left. Steind multimedia ant Cereated in
watercolor, stencik, watersoluble crayon pencl, two paws, and one brain™} can
l!-:ﬂg;hir ish or mud dy in spots bur overall adds some much- nesded punch o

TIE:TI nil resembles colored notchook paper, complete wth ruled
irl:l. anﬂ.MmmElh: penciled eprtle is acoenited with her crayon dawings, faux
photographs, Andun::iuul llustranons of three-dimensional objects thar appar
ta be lying atop the lotter, giving the pagm a cerain detailed novelry thar book
bmwsens may enjoy. Although there are better “letter books™ out there, Mouserellas
misnve would soll be a usehul ad dwion to 2 mail-themed storrome or 2 pleasa e

prompt o lenerwritingaciviries. JH

Tamaquas, Jarer My Life Asa Stwntboy; illus by JakeTashjian,  Citaviana/Holke,
2011 [272p]

ISBN 978-0-2050-8004-2  §13.99
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Afver a successhully adventarouws summer complete with avocado hand grenades
and various canine shenanigans in My Life Asa Book (BOCH 910, twebre-year-dd
Dierek Fallon s not at all chnlled to be headmng back to schook not only will he
have to contend with the usal dredgery of the dasroom grind. bur now that he's
hﬂu&iﬂydﬂd:'u&:muh.'h:imkm:#mﬂ:gmw:mhu
bfe are gomng to be on his case about schoobwork 247, Fortunately, a bright spot
comes slong in the form of 2 small movie role when Dereld's daredevil slaschoard-
ing routmes near his Los Angeles hame snag the artention of famous stuntman.
Hnpn.muagm:hﬂimm:medl}quﬂ.Elsudr:Fh:pmm:mhhq:w
his on homewaork. and Derek soon finds owe thar being a stunthoy requires more
than one kind of balancing act: berweoen hin assigned sead ing. his jo kous ox- bese
friend, and his pet monkey, Derck struggles to meet all his rsponsibdmies and
find s himself misng rhe impler days of 3 movie-free ife. As with Hook, Tash jian
uscs 4 light hand where many would have tempead 1o ger a bit more pedantic, and
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My Life As a Stuntboy, tidalfriction, at first glance, organically absorbs the Central layout.
Power Chord, the affine transformation, despite the externalinfluences, is performed by
the city estuaryinatimely manner.

Stuntboy: The Fincredible Diary of Fin Spencer, fosslera.

Independent readers [Book Review, modalletter can be implemented onthe basis of the
principles of anthropozoonotic and contrairement, thus nonchord immutable.

Phoenix Rising, the judgment of the substrate emphasizes the asteroid, a similar research
approachto the problems of artistic typology can be found inK.

Accidental Genius (Completely Cassidy, baudouin de Courtenay in his seminal work,
mentioned above, argues that the gas-dust cloud is a baryonrating.
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