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Abstract

A large body of data supports the view that movement plays a crucial role in letter
representation and suggests that handwriting contributes to the visual recognition of
letters. If so, changing the motor conditions while children are learning to write by using
a method based on typing instead of handwriting should affect their subsequent letter
recognition performances. In order to test this hypothesis, we trained two groups of 38
children (aged 3â€“5 years) to copy letters of the alphabet either by hand or by typing
them. After three weeks of learning, we ran two recognition tests, one week apart, to
compare the letter recognition performances of the two groups. The results showed
that in the older children, the handwriting training gave rise to a better letter recognition
than the typing training.
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