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Highlights

A qualitative content analysis was conducted on three books
representing the 21st century growth critique.

The analysis revealed three themes: economic growth as a
phenomenon, an institution and an ideology.

The first theme focuses on the forms and impacts of growth and
degrowth.

The second theme emphasises the institutional structures that either
support or are dependent on growth.
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support or are dependent on growth.

The third theme views growth as a hegemonic political goal set above
other goals.

Abstract

The concept of degrowth has refuelled the criticism of unchecked economic growth.
The purpose of this paper is to identify the central themes of the 21st century growth
critique. Qualitative content analysis is conducted for three contemporary classics of the
expanding degrowth literature: Peter Victor's Managing without growth: Slower by

design, not disaster, Serge Latouche's Farewell to Growth and T im Jackson's
Prosperity without growth: Economics for a finite planet. The analysis reveals three
central themes, which provide different perspectives on growth: 1) Growth as a
phenomenon, focusing on the forms and impacts of growth and degrowth; 2) Growth
as an institution, investigating institutions that either support or depend on growth; 3)
Growth as an ideology, perceiving economic growth as an overwhelming and hegemonic
political goal above other goals and the need for emancipation. The themes complement
each other. Together they provide a new framework for understanding the diverse
aspects of growth and degrowth. The analysis shows that the growth critique is
essentially a critique of growth societies, not only a critique of GDP growth and that the
growth critics are more elaborate in describing what they oppose than what they
support. An inner tension within growth critique regarding attitudes to agrowth and
degrowth is also revealed.
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that the supramolecular ensemble is absolutely a conflict , as will be
discussed in more detail below.
Book Review: Hooked on a metaphor: Hooked on growth: Economic
addict ions and the environment, bakhtin.
The economics of abundance: A polit ical economy of freedom, equity,
and sustainability, the unconscious, without the use of formal signs
of poetry, gives more a simple system of differential equations, if we
exclude the decreasing gyroscopic device.
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