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Abstract

This paper takes a close look at the China national standard GB50189-2005, Design
Standard for Energy Efficiency of Public Buildings, which was enforced on July 1, 2005.
The paper first reviews the standard, then compares the standard with ASHRAE Standard
90.1-2004 to identify discrepancies in code coverage and stringency, and recommends
some energy conservation measures that can be evaluated in the design of public
buildings to achieve energy savings beyond the standard. The paper also highlights
several important features of 90.1-2004 that may be considered as additions to the
GB50189-2005 standard during the next revision. At the end the paper summarizes the
latest developments in building energy standards and rating systems in China and the US.
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