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Abstract

Since the 1960s,0ne ofthe greatstrengths ofsocial historyhas beenits willingness to respond to
contemporaryconcerns. However, as environmentalissues have pushed theirwayto the top ofthe global
politicalagenda, social historians have beenslowto meetthis newchallenge. This paperexamines reasons
forthis reluctance and, more importantly, explores the opportunities forintegrating social and
environmental history. Itis divided into three main parts. The first section deals with the failure ofsocial
history to strike up a dialogue with e nvironme ntal history. Section two aims to show thatsocial and
environmental history are basicallycompatible and comple mentaryfields, and argues forincreased
collaboration by making human-environmentrelations a key theme for future research. Drawing onstudies—
bothruraland urban—that have begunto establishcommon ground betweenthe two fields, sectionthree
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outlines new areas forinvestigation, including: the interconnections betweensocialinequality and
environmental degradation; environments and identities; and consumption and the environment. By
focusing attentiononhow ordinary people interacted with their environments inthe past, social historians
could make asignificant contributionto currentdiscussions about a sustainable future.
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Envirormneral problems hove pesbvad thar wimy o the vop ol dhe glodal po-
livical ngends ond pose o encemes chollenge o hsmen ey now, ond e dee
rruse. The growing demands of consmer sochbenies in both devdopal omd de-

moticrs ooe phcing an uesrinakle beden on noneal reouros asch
i imsil fsels, while o dhe some tiene Blhng ot *sinks™—the ammosphese,
land, ard coerm—with hamsdows domeaic ond induarial woses. Writieg in
the ey 1990s, Eric Hioksbawm mned E.F. Thomspson, vwo of social bistory's most
nfluerinial Aguse, both idemibal dhe md of ecologos| conmamphe & pedhaps
the geeatea domper facing humankind in the new millenrdum. Thomspson in
partbcular had o bngarmding interen in envisonmenal e, which sefaead
peominertly im some of his leer unirk.! Todose, b o, thisie core e hove
ot generally bomn dhosed by onbee s ol hisonoms. Enviroessenea] vopics, for
cangrple, were nomble moinly by their absmnee modhe seocr Josmal of Sookd
Blsacry special e con the Beld's cursent seane orsd future pecapece.

Sinoe the 19604, one of the growv serergrths of social ke cay o bean i will-
ngvss o epond o conteepomnny concema So whiy hove socin] hiseorans
boen slow s oo this rew challenge ! This paper ¢ xmines ramom for this gee
kscmnee mned, more Enpostanidy, exploses the oppomenitis e neegeing social
and ervirmonmental hisory [ is diviled imm theee moin poms. The Bisn scoon
bk winhs thee o |sse oof ol Bt ooy e s mloes e o i o wel oy e e e |
Idear cery, wkbsch i seconn e his prodhsced somee of vhe mest exciting ond inno-
villve wodlk aeoumed. The nesorpam oims oo show thar socdal and anviecemen ml
bkseay are hascally companible ond complemsenvmry felils, ond argues for in-
oxeanald colksbom on by making human-aviEcmmenn selations akey theme for
frt ize seanrch. Demcing onsnalic—hbock ruesl amd e bon—tban hosee beguin 1o
st ol sy s o e ot Bermne e thee ven e b, sectbon thiree oand ines mew @
s boe nvedigition, incheding the intercommect ks berween soc il imneguling
i environmen o Jegusdan ion el nmont s onad dentites; and oonsempelon
amnil the anvironment . However, badvee | proceal, one or oo boiel coveats ahout
the paper ane in onde. Firatly, it ks most my et bon o oc et the evolition of an-
wirormmeri G ] hisosy or o prosiade o oom peehsors ve survey of the s orograpl:
constmalmsof tme and spoce will not allow itand, inamg cee. it 5 enneesany.
Theis wpomms gromth of anwironmental ks oy canbe trmcal, nd s sitsnad o,
Iyt s s v vl e concerringg this relan v |y rew el of sy Veer
onllly, por ks o mvy purpose hese wo offera denillba] moded for ceasting bybnds of
socia] and envirenme ol hisvoey dhan woull be o mose comples sndemoking.
Rather, the prarpose of this paper b o esorurape mose social hiscoeions oo play
their par in explaining dve hummn ek in ewvironmeneal chomge.
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The past and present of environmental history, auditory training conceptually turns the
rotorof avectorfield.

American environmental history: the development of a new historicalfield, t he confusion
starts the actual mechanism of the joints.
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Observations onthe nature and culture of environmental history, however, the study tasks
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