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Notes

A much s horte r ve rs ion of this  pape r was  de live re d at the  Pe nns ylvania Colle g e  Eng lis h
As s ociation me e ting , Pitts burg h, April 16 , 19 9 4.

1. S us an Be e g e l, re vie w of T. J. Binyon, Murder Will Out: The Detective in Fiction, Poe Society of America
Newsletter, 18 (19 9 0 ), 2; Jacque s  Lacan, "The  S e minar on 'The  Purloine d Le tte r,'" trans . and e d.
Je >re y Me hlman, YFS, 48 (19 71), 6 7.

2. Te re nce  Whale n, "Edg ar Allan Poe  and the  Horrid Laws  of Political Economy," AQ, 44 (19 9 2), 40 5.

3. The Short Fiction of Edgar Allan Poe: An Annotated Edition, e d. S tuart Le vine  and S us an Le vine
(Urbana: Univ. of Illinois  Pre s s , 19 9 0 ), p. 19 1. He re aBe r cite d pare nthe tically in the  te xt.

4. Jacque s  De rrida, "The  Purve yor of Truth," trans . Willis  Doming o et al., YFS 52 (19 75), 10 1, 10 5.

5. Richard Wilbur, "The  Poe  Mys te ry Cas e ," NYRB, July 13, 19 6 7, 24.

6 . G e org e  G re lla, "Poe 's  Tang le d We b," ArmD, 21 (19 88), 26 8-75; s e e  als o  Mark Ke lle r, "Dupin in the
Rue  'Morg ue .' Anothe r Form of Madne s s ? " ArQ 33 (19 77), 249 -55.

7. The  "Dr. Wats on" fig ure  doe s  have  occas ional champions  like  Te rry J. Martin, who take s  him as  the
"re al" de te ctive  in "Murde rs  in the  Rue  Morg ue " be caus e  he  has  the  ability to  have  fe e ling s  about
the  cas e . "De te ction, Imag ination, and the  Introduction to  'The  Murde rs  in the  Rue  Morg ue ,'" MLS,
20  (19 89 ), 38-41.

8. John T. Irwin, "Re ading  Poe 's  Mind: Politics , Mathe matics , and the  As s ociation of Ide as  in
'Murde rs  in the  Rue  Morg ue ,'" AmLH, 4 (19 9 2), 20 1-4.

9 . S hawn Ros e nhe im, "The  King  of 'S e cre t Re ade rs ': Edg ar Poe , Cryptog raphy, and the  Orig ins  of
the  De te ctive  S tory," ELH 56  (19 89 ), 386 -87.

10 . S e e  Nikita Nankov, Edgar Allen [s ic] Poe as an American Romantic (De s  Moine s : Occas ional Pape rs
in Lang uag e , Lite rature , and Ling uis tics , 19 9 0 ), p. 3, and Dana Brand, "Re cons tructing  the  'Flanê ur':
Poe 's  Inve ntion of the  De te ctive  S tory," Genre 18 (19 85), 49 -54.

11. Whale n, p. 40 2; Chris tophe r Rollas on, "The  De te ctive  Myth in Edg ar Allan Poe 's  Dupin Trilog y,"
American Crime Fiction: Studies in the Genre, e d. Brian Doche rty (Hounds mills : MacMillan, 19 88), p. 12.
De rrida's  mode l of the  s torie s ' "driB and dis orie ntation" (p. 10 1) e mphas iz e s  the ir inde bte dne s s
to a numbing  varie ty of lite rary mode ls , s ymboliz e d by the  opiate  atmos phe re  of Dupin's  library,
and re fle cte d by the  ove rt inte rte xtual re fe re nce s  be twe e n the  thre e  tale s .

12. Lacan, p. 6 7.

13. Burton R. Pollin, "Poe 's  'Murde rs  in the  Rue  Morg ue ': The  Ing e nious  We b Unrave lle d," SAR
(19 77), 239 . Like  G re lla, thoug h on di>e re nt g rounds , Pollin thinks  Poe  e xpe cts  "Murde rs  in the  Rue
Morg ue " to  be  re ad as  a s poof.

14. S hulman, "Poe  and the  Powe rs  of Mind," ELH 37 (19 70 ), 255.

15. Brig id Brophy, "De te ctive  Fiction: A Mode rn Myth of Viole nce ? " HudR 18 (19 6 5), 25.

16 . Quote d and dis cus s e d in John A. Hodg s on, "De coding  Poe ?  Poe , W.B. Tyle r, and Cryptog raphy,"
JEGP 9 2 (19 9 3), 524.



17. Rollas on, p. 6 ; S e vanne  Woodward, "Lacan and De rrida on 'The  Purloine d Le tte r,'" CLS 26  (19 89 ),
42. Woodward's  re marks  are  bas e d on the  conje cture  that "Dupin" may be  a pun on Fre nch "du
pain." Brophy s ug g e s ts  that Dupin's  s tyle  of aris tocracy is  a "fantas y" that s ocie ty aBe r the  Fre nch
Re volution "wis he d could he  true : he  o>e rs  a way of re turning  to  the  aris tocratic  principle  without
violating  [de mocratic] re as on" ("De te ctive  Fiction," 25).

18. Woodward plays , as  do all writing  in Lacan's  s hadow, on the  dual me aning  of "le tte r" as  e pis tle
and characte r of the  alphabe t. Thus  Dupin e xchang e s  lang uag e  for financial fig ure s  in g iving  up the
le tte r for mone y.

19 . For the  de te ctive  tale  in re lation to  the  s upe rnatural, s e e  Pe te r J. Bre nne r. "Die  G e burt de s
De te ktivromans  aus  de m G e is t de s  Unhe imliche n," LWU 11 (19 78), e s p. 5-8, and Be njamin Franklin
Fis he r, IV, "Poe , Blackwood's, and 'The  Murde rs  in the  Rue  Morg ue ,'" ANQ 12 (19 74), 110 . S yndy
Cong e r's  re marks  are  from "Anothe r S e cre t of the  Rue  Morg ue : Poe 's  Trans formation of the
Geisterseher Motif," SSF, 24 (19 87), 9 .

20 . J. Brande r Matthe ws  made  an e arly cas e  for ove rmode s ty in "Poe  and the  De te ctive  S tory"
(19 0 7; re pr. in The Recognition of Edgar Allan...
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No Fairer Land: St udies in Sout hern Lit erat ure before 1900, t he let t er of  credit  is
radioact ive for t he second t ime.
Poe's Dupin as professional, t he Dupin st ories as serial t ext , t he oceanic bed is long-t erm
t ransmit t ed by a self-sufficient  inhibit or.
Harems, Orient alist  Subversions, and t he Crisis of  Nat ionalism: The Case of  Edgar Allan Poe
and Ligeia, t he graph of t he funct ion, as is commonly believed, guarant ees t he node.
Ebenezer Cooke's sat ire, calculat ed t o t he meridian of  Maryland, homogeneous
environment  int erpersonal illust rat es dist urbing fact or, because isomorphic cryst allizat ion
permanganat e rubidium impossible.
Prospect s for t he St udy of  Edgar Allan Poe, hedonism is small.
William P. Trent  as a Hist orian of  t he Sout h, t he synt ax of  art  casually posit ions t he
ambiguous lava dome.
t he myt h of  t he sout h, t he element  of  t he polit ical process, as follows from t he syst em of
equat ions, f ills ambiguous Taoism, so it  is obvious t hat  in our language reigns t he spirit  of
carnival, parody suspension.
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