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In Brazil and t hroughout  t he African diaspora, black women, especially
poor black women, are rarely considered leaders of  social movement s let
alone polit ical t heorist s. But  in t he nort heast ern cit y of  Salvador, Brazil, it
is t hese very women who det ermine how urban policies are est ablished.
Focusing on t he Gamboa de Baixo neighborhood in Salvador’s cit y cent er,
Black Women against the Land Grab explores how black women’s views on
development  have radicalized local communit ies t o demand just ice and
social change.

In Black Women against the Land Grab, Keisha-Khan Y. Perry describes t he
key role of  local women act ivist s in t he cit ywide movement  for land and
housing right s. She reveals t he import ance of  geographic locat ion for
underst anding t he gendered aspect s of  urban renewal and t he
format ion of  black women–led social movement s. How have black women
shaped t he polit ics of  urban redevelopment , Perry asks, and what  does
t his kind of  polit ical int ervent ion t ell us about  black women’s agency? Her
work uncovers t he ways in which polit ical labor at  t he neighborhood level
is cent ral t o t he mass mobilizat ion of  black people against  inst it ut ional
racism and for cit izenship right s and resources in Brazil.

Highlight ing t he polit ical life of  black communit ies, specif ically t hose in
urban cont ext s o en represent ed as socially pat hological and polit ically
bankrupt , Black Women against the Land Grab o ers a valuable correct ive
t o how we t hink about  polit ics and about  black women, part icularly poor
black women, as a polit ical force.
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