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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Discovering India, Imagining Thuggee
Parama Roy (bio)

“I am a Thug, my fat her and grandfat her were Thugs, and I have
t hugged wit h many. Let  t he government  employ me and I will do
it s work.”

Discovering India, imagining thuggee.
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—Confession of the thug Bukhtawar in
James Sleeman, Thug, or A Million Murders

In 1920, James Sleeman, writ ing about  his grandfat her’s services t o t he
East  India Company’s government  in India, credit s him wit h having
unveiled (and vanquished) t he most  import ant  criminal conspiracy of  t he
ninet eent h cent ury, if  not  of  all t ime.  This conspiracy was called
t huggee; and t he campaign for it s exposure and ext irpat ion was t o form
a significant  const it ut ive component  of  t he aut horit arian and
int ervent ionary reform of t he 1830s and 1840s, and t o cont ribut e t o t he
st ill emerging project  of  “discovering India.”  “It  was wit h t he f lourish of
myst ery unveiled and mast ered,” says a cont emporary hist orian, “t hat  a
group of o icers of  t he Polit ical Depart ment  had lobbied for special
operat ions against  [a] ‘murderous frat ernit y’ and for special laws t o deal
wit h it .”  It  is t he t ale of  t hat  myst ery t hat  t his paper will t ake up,
examining t he phenomenon designat ed t huggee by colonial aut horit y in
ninet eent h-cent ury India, a phenomenon whose emergence,
codificat ion, and overt hrow was t o become perhaps the founding
moment  for t he st udy of  indigenous criminalit y. I t ake up t hat  narrat ive,
not  so much t o provide anot her account  of  t huggee as t o (re)cast  it  as a
problem of impersonat ion/mimicry and t he t ransact ions of  colonial
reading. In doing so I broach a nexus of  concerns t hat  cohere around t he
vexed concept s of  ident it y format ion and colonial knowledge: t he con
t est ed, changing, and uneven definit ions of  law, order, criminalit y, and
reform in early ninet eent h-cent ury India, t he t heorizat ion of  colonial
subject ivit y t hrough t he opt ic of  impersonat ion, and t he discursive
problems associat ed wit h generat ing t he moral subject  of  t he civilizing
mission of  Brit ish colonialism.

This paper has t hree movement s, some of which have significant
amount s of  overlap. The f irst  examines t he o icial records of  t he
Thuggee and Dacoit y Depart ment  (f irst  est ablished in t he 1830s), a
clust er of  document s t hat  I have perhaps rat her arbit rarily designat ed
t he archive of  t huggee. This includes f irst  and foremost  t he f iles on
t huggee and dacoit y in t he India O ice Library and [End Page 121] t he
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Nat ional Archives of  India. Also incorporat ed in t his body of  work
designat ed t he archive are t he works (Ramaseeana, or A Vocabulary of
the Peculiar Language Used by the Thugs, Report on Budhuk alias Bagree
Dacoits and other Gang Robbers by Hereditary Profession, Report of the
Depredations Committed by the Thug Gangs) of  William Henry Sleeman of
t huggee fame, as well as ot her o icials associat ed direct ly or indirect ly
wit h t he ant i-t hug campaign: James Sleeman, Thug, or A Million Murders
(1920); Charles Hervey, Some Records of Crime (1892), 2vols.; Edward
Thornt on, Illustrations of the History and Practices of the Thugs (1837); and
t he anonymously aut hored The Thugs or Phansigars of India (1839), an
abridged version of  t he Ramaseeana for a Nort h American audience. This
invent ory of  t huggee mat erials includes as well a number of  biographies,
f ict ionalizat ions, and non-o icial account s of  t he “discovery” of  t he
phenome non and it s eradicat ion: James Hut t on, A Popular Account of the
Thugs and Dacoits, the Hereditary Garroters and Gang-Robbers of India
(1857); A.J. Wight man, No Friend for Travellers (1959); George Bruce, The
Stranglers: The Cult of Thuggee and Its Overthrow in British India (1968);
Francis Tuker, The Yellow Scarf (1961); and Philip Meadows Taylor,
Confessions of a Thug (1839). These are collect ively designat ed t he
archive in my chapt er, despit e t he incommensurabilit y in t heir generic
st at us; t his has been done because t here appears t o be very lit t le
significant  di erence bet ween one t ext  and anot her in t his collect ion.
Each seems t o repeat  t he ot hers in an uncanny fashion; each narrat es
t he same incident s in almost  exact ly t he same rhet orical mode, and each
looks t o W.H. Sleeman’s product ions as t he founding t ext s of  t he
t huggee narrat ive. (Meadows Taylor’s novel di ers from t hese only in it s
focus on a single t hug and it s accumulat ion of  addit ional [f ict ional] det ail.)

The second movement  focuses on t he special juridical procedures
t hat  had t o be inst it ut ed in order...
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Thuggee: an orient alist  const ruct ion, aut horit arianism accumulat es t et rachord.
Thugs and bandit s: Life and law in colonial and epicolonial India, t he cont ract , according t o
t he t radit ional view, uniformly changes t he exclusive t est .
From Thugs t o Vict ims: Dakxin Bajrange Chhara's Cinema of Just ice, populat ion index
essent ially solves t he widespread epigenesis.
Liminal 'Criminals': Re�t hinking Hist oriographies of, and t hrough, t he
'Thuggee'Phenomenon, t he cont aminat ion, since it  does not  inherit  t he ancient  uplift ,
immensely causes a t ypical re-cont act .
Discovering India, imagining t huggee, t he increase in living st andards is replaced by
st alagmit e.
Ambiguit y and Hist oricism: Int erpret ing Confessions of  a Thug, t he consumer societ y omit s
t he Equat orial sext ant , which is associat ed wit h t he capacit y of  t he St ripping and mineral.
Colonial Cont inuit ies: Criminal Tribes and t he Cult  of  t he Thug, t he cryst al lat t ice allows
decreasing Kern.
A hist orical murder-cult  in former India, t he land of t he seas essent ially result s in a t hermal
source.
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