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Evans chronicles the stories of African American women who struggled
forand won access to formaleducation, beginning in 1850, when Lucy
Stanton, astudent at Oberlin College, earned the first college diploma

conferred onan African American woman. In the century between the Civil
War and the civilrights movement, a criticalincrease in blackwomen's
educationalattainment mirrored unprecedented nationalgrowthin
American education. Evans reveals how black women demanded space as
students and asserted theirvoices as educators--despite such barriers
as violence, discrimination, and oppressive campus policies--contributing
in significant ways to highereducationinthe United States. She argues

that theirexperiences, ideas, and practices caninspire contemporary
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