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Abstract
One of the dominant themes in develop ment p rogrammes over the last
fifteen years has been a commitment to cap acity building. This p ap er

investigates the forms of cap acity building in Aceh, Indonesia, since the
devastating earthquake and tsunami that hit the p rovince on 26 December
2004. Desp ite the p reference of the Acehnese p eop le for reconstruction
p rocesses based on the p rincip les of community develop ment, local p eop le
have been largely marginalized by both the Indonesian government and the
international aid and develop ment agencies. The p ap er suggests some of
the reasons for this marginalization.
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