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Abstract

Free-choice profiling has recently been used for collecting profile information on a variety
of foods and beverages from laboratory panels of selected assessors, but the use of this
method by consumers has not been reported. Free-choice profiling and subsequent
generalised Procrustes analysis were therefore used for descriptive analysis of 8 whiskies
by 100 consumers, to test the method under these conditions and to identify the
dimensions used by consumers to discriminate between whiskies. The same whiskies
were profiled by a trained panel using an agreed vocabulary. The consumer data showed
that the panel could discriminate between the samples, and that the sample
configuration could be interpreted in terms of the descriptors used by both panels and of
the colour of the samples. Free-choice profiling was found to be a potentially useful
method for consumer research, though difficulties were experienced in interpretation of
the results.
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