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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

38 His torically S pe aking  July/Aug us t 20 0 8 Making  S e ns e  of Ame rican Culture  in the  19 70 s : An Inte rvie w with
Thomas  Hine  Conducte d by RandallJ. S te phe ns  From 19 73 until 19 9 6 , Thomas  Hine  was  the  archite cture
andde s ig n criticforthe  Philade lphia Inquire r. His  book Populuxe  (Knopf, 19 86 ) analys e s  Ame rica's
pos twarpros pe rity andculturalpe culiaritie s . Hine  s crutins  tailfins  on s pace -ag e  cars , TVdinne rs ,fads
thattarg e te dbaby boome rs , andthe  look andfe e lof the  e ra. Is aac As imovre marke d, 'No one who
has live dthroug hthis de cade can re adthis  book withouts topping ahundre dtime s to re callhis own
e xpe rie nce s . " Hine turns his criticalg as* onthe  19 70 s inthe e nte rtaining andins ig htfulThe  G re at Funk:
Falling Apart and Coming  Tog e the r (on a S hag  Rug ) in the  S e ve ntie s  (Farrar, S traus  and G iroux, 20 0 7). He
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e xamine s  inte rior de s ig n and the  tre nds  of the  ag e  that are  s o  me morable , ando?e n e mbraras nng , today.
As s ociate  e ditorof His torically S pe aking  RandallS te pbe ns  re ce ntly s poke  with Hine  aboutbis  work. Randall
S te phe ns : Do you think of The  G re at Funk as  a companion to  Populuxe i Thomas  Hine : Abs olute ly. Twe nty
ye ars  pas s e d be twe e n the  two books . That is  pardy be caus e  various  pe ople  that I trus t, including  my lite rary
ag e nt, fe lt that the  world was n't re ady for a s e ve ntie s  book in 19 9 0 . The  firs t wave  of nos talg ia hits  about
twe nty ye ars  a?e r the  fact. Pe ople  be come  adults  and g e t nos talg ic  for the  clothe s  and pop mus ic  of the ir
youth. And die n thirty ye ars  a?e r the  fact pe ople  s tart to  crave  a s e ns e  of the  culture  as  a whole . S te phe ns : It
s e e ms  that during  die  s e ve ntie s  the re  was  a particular inte re s t in his tory—not only fi?ie s  re vivalis m (Happy
Days , G re as e , S ha Na Na), but als o  turn-of-the -ce ntury-s tyle  piz z a parlors  , movie s  like  The  S ting  or The
G odfathe r , and the  hoopla s urrounding  the  Bice nte nnial. Hine : I ag re e . Eve n thoug h pe ople  have  ne ve r
be e n without nos talg ia, nos talg ia didn 't be come  a powe rful cultural force  until the  19 70 s . As  I de tail in die
book, one  of the  pre vailing  activitie s  was  s alvag e : g arbag e  picking , fle a marke ts , the  numbe r of old s tyle s
that g ot re vive d in die  s e ve ntie s  rang ing  from Victorian to  Art De co. S te phe ns : You contras t the  s le e k
inte riors  of the  s ixtie s  with the  e arth tone s , laye rs  and te xture s  , and the  wall-to-wall and wall-to-ce iling
carpe ting  of the  s e ve ntie s . What doe s  that contras t te ll us  about the  culture  of the  s e ve ntie s ?  Hine : It was
about finding  a place . The  rhe toric  in the  de corating  mag az ine s  focus e d on cre ating  a re tre at , a ne s t. It was
ve ry pe rs onal and tactile . Your s he lte r was  s uppos e d to  contain thing s  that we re  idios yncratic; thing s  that
you'd found; tiling s  that you love d. It was  about e xpre s s ing  yours e lf, but als o  about s e parating  yours e lf from
the  world and taking  re fug e . Mario  Praz , who wrote  a famous  book on the  his tory of inte rior de coration, s aid
diat die re  are  two ways  to  think about inte rior de coration: one  is  to  think s tylis tically and the  odie r is  s imply
to we ig h the  mate rials , what he  calle d de ns ity. De ns ity was  ve ry in during  the  s e ve ntie s . Album cove r of the
s oundtrack for G re as e  (19 78). S te phe ns : Whe re  are  we  now?  Are  we  clos e r to  minimal mode rnis m?  Hine : I
think we  are  be g inning  to  ne s t ag ain. Early in this  de cade  die re  was  an atte mpt to  re vive  the  s upe rcool
19 6 0 s  look. This  is  s till ve ry much with us . But I think on a popular le ve l it's  be ing  s upplante d by ne s ting .
The re  is  a lot more  te xture . We  are  now g e tting  back to  e arth tone s . In the  las t couple  of months , two
e xhibitions  on the  mid-ce ntury pe riod that I've  be e n working  on have  ope ne d. One  is  about pos t-World War II
Florida, and die  odie r is  a s how calle d Birth of the  Cool, which was  org aniz e d by the  Orang e  County Mus e um
in Ne wport Be ach, California. I re aliz e  now that in the  mids t of writing  die  s e ve ntie s  book, I wrote  my e s s ay
for the  Birth of the  Cool e xhibit. The  19 6 0 s  we re  de fine d by an unde rs tate d me tallic  look, a cool look. And
the n Vie tnam kille d cool, jus t like  Bus h's  Mis s ion Accomplis he d s e e me d to  kill die  re vival of cool e arlie r in
this  de cade . S te phe ns : Do you think that your de s ig nation for the  s e ve ntie s  as  the  G re at Funk e Je ctive ly
s ums  up the  de cade ?  Hine : We ll that was  my hope . Actually, I was  unde r a ce rtain amount of pre s s ure  from my
publis he r to  come  up with a word diat would...
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