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From snow-capped peaks to glimmering salt playas, from red-rock

canyons to mountain lakes and streams, the Intermountain region contains

some of the most spectacular and varied landscapes in North America, if not

the world. It is a land of extremes of climate, geology, and flora. It is home

to the oldest living organisms, the Great Basin bristlecone pine (Pinus

longaeva), individual trees of which can be over 4000 years old. Conversely,

some distinctive hybrid populations of Atriplex that some people consider to

be incipient species have formed recently (perhaps within the last 50 years)

and represent “evolution in action” (Stutz, 1984). The Intermountain region

contains some of the most charming wildflowers (Penstemon, Calochortus,

Mimulus, Aquilegia, among many others) as well as some of the most

persistent invasive introduced weeds (e.g., Bromus tectorum, or cheat...
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