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It  used t o be t hat  raves were grass-root s organized, ant i-est ablishment ,
unlicensed all-night  drug-fueled dance part ies held in abandoned
warehouses or an open field. These days, you pay $40 for a branded part y
at  popular riverfront  night clubs where age and st at us, rat her t han DJ
expert ise and dancing, shape your experience.

 

In Rave Culture sociologist  Tammy Anderson explores t he dance music,
drug use and social deviance t hat  are part  of  t he pulsing dynamics of  t his
collect ive. Her et hnographic st udy compares t he Philadelphia rave scene
wit h ot her rave scenes in London and Ibiza. She chronicles how
generat ional change, commercializat ion, law enforcement , hedonism,
and genre fragment at ion fundament ally alt ered elect ronic dance music
part ies. Her analysis calls at t ent ion t o issues of  personal and collect ive
ident it y in helping t o explain such social change and what  t he decline of
t he rave scene means for t he fut ure of  yout h cult ure and elect ronic
dance music.
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