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Abstract

The primary purpose of this paper is to introduce the papers in this issue of Language

Science, dedicated to taking stock of both grammaticalization and so-called
â€œgrammaticalization theoryâ€ (i.e. claims about grammaticalization). This introduction
sets the stage for the other papers by surveying the large range of definitions of
grammaticalization in the literature and placing them in context. It also mentions the
major questions addressed by each paper and relates these to the overall themes of the
volume, namely clarifying what grammaticalization is (and isnâ€™t), highlighting
whatâ€™s good and (in particular) whatâ€™s bad about grammaticalization theory, and,
in the process, contributing to greater understanding of these phenomena.
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