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Abstract
Rabies is a fatal disease in humans, and, to date, the only survivors of the
disease have received rabies vaccine before the onset of illness. The
ap p roach to management of the rabies normally should be p alliative. In
unusual circumstances, a decision may be made to use an aggressive
ap p roach to therap y for p atients who p resent at an early stage of clinical
disease. No single therap eutic agent is likely to be effective, but a
combination of sp ecific therap ies could be considered, including rabies
vaccine, rabies immunoglobulin, monoclonal antibodies, ribavirin,
interferon- , and ketamine. Corticosteroids should not be used. As research
advances, new agents may become available in the future for the treatment
of human rabies.
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