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Abstract

Julia Pastrana toured Europe in the late 1850s advertising herself as the â€˜Bearded and
hairy Ladyâ€™ or â€˜Nonedescriptâ€™. She suffered from a rare inherited disorder, not
understood until the late 20th century, which manifested itself in facial distortion and
considerable facial hair in the male pattern. Doctors, as well as sensation seekers, were
very keen to examine her. Her story is unusual, not least because she was mummified
after death by her husbandâ€“manager and continued to tour as a mounted exhibit for a
number of decades. Indirectly, she participated in the evolutionary debate in Britain. In
1857, when she arrived in Britain from America, she was popularly known as the baboon-
woman. When Darwin's Origin of Species was published, and evolutionary controversy
about ape-ancestry was hot in the air, she was more often likened to the gorilla or
orang-utan â€“ as a possible specimen of a missing link.
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