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Abstract :  This book is an extension and generalization of the author's previous work
"The climatic physiology of the pig" (NAR 39, 6155). While it does not introduce anything
new, it represents a useful collation of much widely scattered information. The first part of
the book is concerned with a description of the general principles underlying the subject.
Perforce, it contains an initially bewildering plethora of algebra and formulae, starting with
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an introductory list of 65 symbols. Although the book inclines more towards principle than
practice there does seem to be notable omission of any information about the techniques

of macro- and micro-meteorology. The second part of the book deals with the responses
to thermal stress of man, pig, cattle, sheep, goat, deer, other ungulates and birds. Apart
from an occasional mention, information on the responses of the Equidae is conspicuous
by its abscence. Perhaps in keeping with the conceptual approach there is restricted
discussion of the effects of climate on the productive processes of animals although a
section on animal husbandry is included for each species or group.The book is well
produced and generously illustrated with graphic material, and includes a list of nearly 600
references. Overall, the author succeeds in his stated objective of presenting a general
text suited to a wide range of readership on a scientific rather than a popular level. The
book will serve for many years to come as a useful reference and refresher source for
workers in the field of climatic physiology. J.M. Brockway.
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