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Abstract:

This article provides an extremely influential account of how the Black church has played a significant role as a social agent of

change amongst the Blacks in the USA from the days of slavery to date. Dating back from the 1800s, Blacks in the USA could be

hanged by the slave masters - Whites, if they were caught reading or attempting to learn how to read (C-Span Book TV-2 USA,

February, 2005). However, it is common knowledge that most African Americans found solace in the Black church which at times

could be held in buildings or by the river banks, a practice that is still found in isolated parts of Zimbabwe today, where some

indigenous groups that are called the: "Mapositori" in the Shona vernacular language whose literal translation would be "The

Apostles". During the slave era in the USA, a place of worship was not only utilized as a venue to fellowship in the name of the Lord

God through Jesus Christ, but it was also used as a convenient comfort zone to discuss politics and thereby share coping strategies

needed for survival amidst the prevailing social injustices and hurdles that they found themselves in on a daily basis.
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copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users

may print, download, or email articles for individual use. This abstract may be abridged. No warranty is given about the accuracy of

the copy. Users should refer to the original published version of the material for the full abstract.

For access to this entire article and additional high quality information, please check with your college/university library, local

public library, or affiliated institution.
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