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Abstract:

One of the most innovative and original Hasidic leaders and thinkers, Rabbi Nachman of Braslav (1772 – 1810),

related thirteen long, complex fables during the final four years of his life. This doctoral thesis presents an

analysis of the quest for the Lost Princess in Rabbi Nachman of Braslav's "Book of Stories in Ancient Times." 

image of the Lost Princess and the quest to find and rescue her, which appear in four of these stories (including

the first and the last ones), are central symbols in Rabbi Nachman's thought. The most important key to an

analysis of this image and theme lies in understanding the symbols and concepts of the Jewish mystical tradition

(the Kabbalah), as Rabbi Nachman himself suggested.
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