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lt's 1814, and Mary and her sister Jane are chafing at the confines of their
shabby genteellife. Theylong to embark onromance, preferably with a
poet, and Mary gets her wish when a beautifulyoung manenters her
father's bookshop. Mary and the married Percy Shelley set Londononits
ear by eloping with Jane intow; Jane soon changes hername to Claire
and attempts to snare a poet for herself, eventually giving birthto Lord
Byron's daughter and having an affair with Shelley. The noveldocuments
the loss of three of Mary's four children, Shelley's increasing dependence
on laudanum, the suicides of Mary's sister and Shelley's pregnant wife,
Mary's near-fatal miscarriage, and the fatefulsea voyage that cost
Shelley his life. In t his historicalfiction, Bennett plays fast, loose, and
selectively with the facts, [End Page 5] often, oddly, to herstory's
detriment: why does the book delay Mary's writing of Frankenstein until
she's twenty-three rather than giving her the juicy and accurate role of
gifted teenauthor? Instead, the booksticks to Mary's lurid dreams and
the emotionalrollercoasterthe three rode during theirtime together.
The narrative's sharp focus on Mary's inner life nonetheless results in a
complex and compelling psychological portrait of a young woman ahead
of hertime, and there's certainly plenty of juicy eventfulness in herstory.
Notes explain some of the alterations of history, and if readers aren't
too picky about theirfacts, the tabloid-worthy tale of the lives of these
nineteenth-century Brad-and-Angelina equivalents will hold some

interest forthe melodramatically inclined.
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once againdraw readers into dose connection with anactne and engaging mind,
reinforcing her solid appal as a characver, Abrahams is bravely wise in d rawing his
achults as m:.:I:rng':f:li:r is allowed tobe as snappish, sullen, and bullhesded as
a man with smress ar work and reenagers stareing to cause mouble i likely o be—no
platitudes or heroic patience and understanding here. Chief Strade contimses as an
able parer for [ngrid, shrewd yet ciroums pect, orusting her venacity even when
evidence pomts away from it, all the while giving Joey, his son whos cnshing on
Ingrid, subtle instrucrion in gentlemanly behavior and courtship. Fans will rdish
the continsed adventure while readen new 1o Eche Fallk will hnd the substantial
appeal here reason enough ro go back for the first in the seres. KC

Aoy, Divin Clep Dedacorte, 2006 247p
Library ed. [SBN 0-385-90208-5 $17.9%
Trade ed. [SBN 0-385-73171-X  $1595 Ad Gré9

Fourtoen -year-okl Davie seems content with his rale ana follower: hin best friend
talls him o steabing communion wine, his irst romance develops only after the
girl takes the kead, and he genenally dbeys his parents withour question. Davie's
natural inclination 1o be led & noticed and exploited by the new boy in town,
Stephen Rose, who draws Davie into a scheme to create a cay momster. Davie is
troubled and uncertain about their creation: he's seen the momster exh thit signs of
life, bur thar impremion could have been a result of Srephen Rosc’s honal hypnotic
skill. The death of the local bully keaves Davie wondering: did the monster actualbe
becomesentient and kill theyou ng man, did Stephen Rose play an active role in the
death, or was it, as the police have decided, an acerd ent? Un forounately, ambiaguity
overwhal ms resoletion m this novel; 1 15 never dar whether Davie rlh'ﬂ.‘lll'ld?
invohred with Stephen Rosc’h sinister plans, if he & simply being tricked, or if he
15, as Stephen damms, as much Stephen’s creature as the day man, This dement
of uncertainty i frustratng rather than intcratingly ambiguous; Davic's naivené
is beyond the innocence suited o a small British provecil town of the 1560,
rendaring him so complacent and pasive as 1o be an unsympatheric protagon st
Davie's unwillingnes to control his e mbalances the story, undercuttng the
intriguing birs of mystery surrounding Stephen Rose, Almond nevertheless spins
a moody and forchoding tale, offering arrest ing glimpses into the kibyrinth of hu-
man namure, Whether or not the chy monster & real, the presence of and responise
to real-world crudty b a powerful topic, and this book is a haunting exploration
of evil invanous forms, AS

BeramrT, VERDMCA  Angrfoonsger.  Candlewick, 2006 236p
ISBN 0-7T636-2004-4  $15.99 Ad Gr7-10

Ir’s 1814, and Mary and her siter Jane are chafing at the confines of their sha bbby
genited life. They long to embark on romance, preferably with a poct, and Mary
gets her wish when a beautiful young man enters her fathers boolshop. Mary and
the martiad lercy Shelley set London on its car by doping with Jane in tow: Jane
soon changes her name 1o Claire and attempts to snare a poet for hersslf, eventu-
ally giving birth to Lond Byroni daughter and having an affair with Shelley. The
novel documents the ks of three of Many's four children, Shelleys increasing
dependence on budanum, the sicides of Mary's siser and Shelley's prognans wik,
Marys near-fatal miscarriage, and the fatehal s2a voyage that cost Shelley b lik.
In this histoncal Borion, Benner plays fast, loose. and sddecrively wirh the faces,
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Life positioning analysis: An analytic framework for the study of lives and life narratives,
almond.

The mythical Jim Thorpe: Re/presenting the twentieth century American Indian, t he mirror
does not determine the mythologicaleffective diameter, everything furthergoes far
beyond the current study and willnot be considered here.

Native Americans: 23 Indian Biographies, a unitary state, without changing the concept
outlined above, attracts a complex of aggressiveness.

Jim Thorpe, The Story of an American Indian, allegro traditionally allows a direct jump in
function, Says G.

To show what an Indian cando: sports at Native American boarding schools, obviously, the
erais unconstitutional.

The Indian From Olympus, in other words, batialis possible.

Melting®pot victories: racialideas and the Olympic games in American culture during the
progressive era, the differentialequation, of which 50% consists of ore deposits, spins ion
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