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Abstract

Efforts to promote participation in projects, programs and policy consultation would
appear to offer the prospect of giving everyone who has a stake a voice and a choice.
But community-driven development, participatory planning and other fine-sounding
initiatives that make claims of â€œfull participationâ€​ and â€œempowermentâ€​ can turn
out to be driven by particular gendered interests, leaving the least powerful without
voice or much in the way of choice. Bringing a gender perspective to bear on the
practice of participation in development may assist in identifying strategies for amplifying
voice and access to decision making of those who tend to be marginalized or excluded
by mainstream development initiatives. Yet â€œgenderâ€​â€“â€“like
â€œparticipationâ€​â€“â€“has multiple meanings. In this article, I explore some of the
tensions, contradictions and complementarities between â€œgender-awareâ€​ and
â€œparticipatoryâ€​ approaches to development. I suggest that making a difference may
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come to depend on challenging embedded assumptions about gender and power, and
on making new alliances out of old divisions, in order to build more inclusive,
transformatory practice.
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