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The  Confe de rate  S pin on WiNFiELD S cott and G e org e  Thomas  Francis  MacDonne ll A tape -re corde d me s s ag e
informs  vis itors  to  the  Robe rt E. Le e  Mus e um on the  g rounds  of Arling ton National Ce me te ry that in 186 1 "no
othe r choice  was  pos s ible " for Le e  e xce pt to  fig ht for the  S outh. The  mus e um's  conclus ions  re g arding  Le e 's
de cis ion s urvive  as  a ve s tig e  of Confe de rate  propag anda. Approximate ly 19 0 ,0 0 0  S outhe rne rs , black and
white , obs cure  and illus trious , chos e  di e re ntly than Le e , g oing  s o far as  to  don a blue  uniform and fig ht for
the  Union. De te rmine d tò  forg e  a ne w nation, s e ce s s ionis ts  s ucce s s fully de picte d S outhe rn Unionis ts  as
dis re putable  and unprinciple d. No honorable  man, the y s aid, could be ar arms  ag ains t his  native  land. The
Confe de racy pros cribe d as  ins urre ctionarie s  fre e dme n who foug ht for the  North and de crie d as  outlaws  and
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torie s  ordinary white  S outhe rne rs  who took up Fe de ral arms . S e ce s s ionis t publicis ts  particularly targ e te d
Winfie ld S cott and G e org e  Thomas , two of the  mos t important S outhe rne rs  who re maine d loyal to  the  Union.
Attacks  on S cott occurre d primarily in 186 1, while  the  mos t s e rious  e ort to  dis cre dit Thomas  took place
s hortly a e r his  de ath in 1870 . During  the  war, me n like  S cott and Thomas  we re  dang e rous  to  s e ce s s ionis ts
be caus e  of the ir military tale nts  and the ir e xample  of s te adfas t loyalty to  the  Unite d S tate s . A e rwards  , Los t
Caus e  apos tle s  continue d to  vilify S outhe rn Unionis ts  on the  g rounds  that honorable  me n had no othe r
choice  than to  s upport the  Confe de racy. ' S e ve ral we e ks  a e r Virg inia's  s e ce s s ion, J. E. B. S tuart e xpre s s e d
a de s ire  to  hang  G e org e  Thomas . In June  186 1 the  hue  and cry ag ains t S cott was  s o  s e ve re  that Cathe rine
Edmons ton calle d for a halt: "I wis h we  would ce as e  this  lame ntation firs t & abus e  now of G e ne ral S cott."
Edmons ton be lie ve d S cott "a hoary he ade d old traitor," but thoug ht the  apos tas y of an "old vain, inflate d
bag  of wind" would do little  damag e  to  the  caus e  of S outhe rn inde pe nde nce . At the  I would like  to  thank
Be ts y Brittig an of the  Le ybum Library at Was hing ton and Le e  Unive rs ity and Dr. David Hays  of the  archive s  at
the  Unive rs ity of Colorado, Boulde r, for the ir g e ne rous  as s is tance  to  me  while  I re s e arche d this  e s s ay. 1
Twe nty-five  pe rce nt of U.S . Army o ice rs  re s ig ne d to  jo in the  Confe de racy and 24 pe rce nt of U.S . Navy
o ice rs  we nt S outh. Only 15 pe rce nt of We s t Point g raduate s  from Confe de rate  S tate s  Civil War His tory, Vol.
xliv No. 4 © 19 9 8 by The  Ke nt S tate  Unive rs ity Pre s s  256 CIVIL WAR HIS TORY war's  e nd, Edmund Ru in bitte rly
re fle cte d on the  part S cott andThomas  playe d in bring ing  down the  Confe de racy: "It is  a s ing ular
coincide nce , & an additionally g alling  infliction, that this  war be g an & e nde d in Virg inia with the  ope rating
Yanke e  armie s  unde r the  command of two traitor Virg inians ." Ru in's  only cons olation lay in his  be lie f that
both g e ne rals  had e arne d infamy throug hout the  S outh, while  be ing  "s e cre tly de s pis e d in the  North."
Forme r Virg inia g ove rnorJohn Le tche r arg ue d that S cott andThomas 's  tre ache ry had be e ncompounde d by
cowardly and dis honorable  inde cis ion. Both me n, he  conte nde d, o e re d cle ar indications  of a willing ne s s
to s upport Virg inia in the  pe riod be fore  s e ce s s ion, only to  re cant at the  hour of de cis ion. Le tche r we nt s o  far
as  to  claim that in Nove mbe r 1 86 0  S cott inte ntionally be traye d the  Unite d S tate s  g ove rnme nt by forwarding
to Richmond a copy of his  "Vie ws " on the  s e ctional cris is : "I s uppos e d his  obje ct in s e nding  the s e  pape rs  to
me  was  to  inform me  of the  troops  the  Unite d S tate s  had for us e , whe re  the y we re  locate d, and als o the
condition of the  Forts , and how the y we re  manne d."2 In fact, S cott purs ue d policie s  that o e re d e vide nce  of
his  inte ntion to  s tand by the  Union. In the  las t days  of the  Buchanan adminis tration, he  de s pe rate ly urg e d
that fe de ral forts  in the  S outh be  re s upplie d and re inforce d. Early in January 186 1 he  outfitte d the  S tar of the
We s t for a re lie f e xpe dition to  S umte r. Thoug h the  e ort faile d, S cott's  action pre cipitate d a ne ar fis tfig ht
be twe e n the  s e ve nty-four-ye ar-old s oldie r and G e org ia s e ce s s ionis t Robe rt Toombs . S cott als o  broug ht
more  troops  to  the  Dis trict of Columbia as  a pre caution ag ains t pos s ible  attack by S outhe rn ag itators . In
Fe bruary he  provide d Cong re s s  with military prote ction in cas e  e xtre mis ts  s hould try to...
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