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Abstract:

This essay argues that the role of witnessing is a central preoccupation and theme of Steven Erikson's The Malaz

Fallen series. The essay focuses on acts of witness that necessarily differ from what philosophers call the "ordina

"legal" understanding of bearing witness, which involves the relation between a witness and the audience to who

testifies, as in a court of law or in the documentary procedures of historical or journalistic record. The essay con

interest in acts of witness is neither legal nor historical so much as it is ethical. What matters most in the Malazan

bearing witness so much as being witness to an event. For it is in the non-juridical, ethical relation of the latter th

to the witnessed an imminent sense of recognition and respect, which in Erikson's novels oftentimes offers a pro
transcendence or divine ascension.
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