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348 BOOKREVIEWS to God's commandments is "the way and conditionofsalvation" (VS #12). Now
obedience to the commandments entails, inadditionto agood motivationora willingness to strive, the
conformityofanaction's objectto the specifying content ofthe commandment. What is the significance ofa
commandmentto honorone's fatherand mother, ifitdoes notspecifyactions? The commandments of God
specifywhatkinds ofactionare, orare not, in conformity with the true good of man. In his analysis of the
moralact, the Pope holds thatthe object ofthe actis "the primaryand decisive elementfor moral
judgment" (VS #79). Actions which by the nature oftheirobjectare unable to be ordered to man's true end

canneverbe "good" actions. Further, he notes thatacts, evenindividual acts, are determinative ofthe
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goodness orbadness ofthe person. These points are summarized nicelyinthe following passage: Activity
is morallygood whenitattests to and expresses the voluntary ordering ofthe person to his ultimate end
and the conformityofa concrete action withthe humangood as itis acknowledged inits truthbyreason. If
the object ofthe concrete actionis notin harmonywith the true good ofthe person, the choice ofthataction
makes our will and ourselves morally evil, thus putting us in conflict with our ultimate end, the supreme
good, God himself (VS #72). 1 believe that Keenan's study commendably highlights the freedom of the willin
the orderofexercise,and its powerto exercise dominionoverthe intellectinthe orderofspecification.
Keenanalso insightfullyemphasizes the centralrole ofthe love of God as the root of ourstriving to live well.
Yetanywilling canonlybe consequentto some knowing . Further, the willingness to strive and be
determined,ifitis good,is awillingness to be determined, orspecified, bythe true good knownbyreason
and faith. This willingness, whichis a crucialelementinmoralgoodness, mustbe completed byactions in
conformity with the true good. Human goodness is infreely, and lovingly, living out the truth of human nature
and its end. The Catholic University of America Washington, D.C. JOHN A. D. CUDDEBACKMoral Absolutes:
Tradition, Revision, and Truth. By JOHN FINNIS. Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press,
1991. Pp. 113.524.95 (cloth), $9.95 (paper). Not long after his conversionto Roman Catholicism, Alasdair
Maclintyre told a group of Catholic bishops:" As a matterofautobio-BOOKREVIEWS 349 graphical fact, | came
to the conclusion thatthere were exceptionless and binding [moral] norms priorto and quite
independently ofany faith in Divine Revelation." Within the Church Macintyre entered, however, there
existed, and exists,widespread doubtand confusionabout "moralabsolutes" or" exceptionless moral
norms." Certain e minent Catholic moraltheologians todaydissentfromPope JohnPaul's teaching that"
there existacts whichperse and inthemselves,independentlyofcircumstances, are always seriously
wrong byreasonoftheirobject." Inthe face ofthis dissent, John Finnis has produced a powe rful
philosophicaland theologicaldefense ofthe papalteaching. Moral Absolutes presents the 1988 Michael J.
McGivney Lectures which Finnis delivered at the John Paulll Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family.
The hook consists of four chapters: "Foundations ," "Clarifications," "Christian Witness," and "Challenge and
Response." Like Macintyre, Finnis maintains that the authority of scripture and tradition supple ment
reason's grasp ofcertainspecific types ofact as intrinsically wicked and, therefore, neverto he performed .
Although his goalis to vindicate the propositionthatthere are moralabsolutes, ratherthanto saywhich, or
evenhow many, moral norms qualifyas " exceptionless " (and therefore as, inthe relevantsense ofthe term,
"absolute "), his examples include norms againstabortion (and, more generally, the direct killing of
innocenthumanbeings), adultery, fornication, contraception, homosexualsex, blasphemy, and disclaimer
ofthe faith. As Finnis observes, the Church's traditionof proclaiming these norms and theirabsoluteness is
"massivelysolid." Against certainneoscholastic...
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