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On July 8, 1863, Pvt . William Calder, of t he 2d Nort h Carolina regiment ,
wrot e a let t er t o his mot her, st at ing: “No doubt t he news of t he great
t hree days bat t le of Get t ysburg has resounded t hroughout t he land and
fill many a heart wit h mourning. How many widows and orphans were
made by t hat bat t le God only knows. It was wit hout t he doubt t he
bloodiest and most t errific bat t le of t he war.” Lt . Frank Haskell, a Union
st a o icer in t he 2d Corps, echoed t he sent iment in a let t er t o his
brot her writ t en on July 16, “The bat t le of Get t ysburg is dist inguished in
t his war . . . as by far t he great est and severest conflict t hat has
occurred.”1
Privat e Calder’s and Lieut enant Haskell’s words t ypified t he sent iment
of approximat ely 170,000 Union and Confederat e soldiers who
part icipat ed in t he bat t le of Get t ysburg on July 1–3, 1863. America had
never known a bat t le as large, bloody, or deadly as Get t ysburg. The t ot al
casualt y rat e, fi y-one t housand, was unprecedent ed. Nearly t en
t housand Americans courageously sacrificed t heir lives on t he
bloodst ained Pennsylvania fields. Approximat ely t hirt y t housand soldiers
were wounded. And over t en t housand became prisoners of war. The
small t own of Get t ysburg, populat ion t went y-four hundred, [End Page
56] was devast at ed. Four mont hs a er t he bat t le, on November 19,
1863, President Abraham Lincoln delivered his immort al “Get t ysburg
Address,” furt her solidifying Get t ysburg’s prominent place in American
hist ory and memory.
As t he Bat t le of Get t ysburg was arguably t he t urning point in t he Civil
War and t he Union army’s great est vict ory, it is not surprising t hat e ort s
t o preserve and prot ect t hose hallowed grounds began only mont hs
a er t he armies depart ed from t he fields. During t he bat t lefield’s 144year hist ory, t he sit e has been administ ered by t hree organizat ions
designat ed t o preserve and prot ect t he hist oric fields: t he Get t ysburg

Bat t lefield Memorial Associat ion (1864–95), t he U.S. War Depart ment
(1895–1933), and t he current administ rat or, t he Nat ional Park Service
(NPS). During t he first five years of t he NPS administ rat ion, park o icials
implement ed an unprecedent ed number of changes t hat permanent ly
alt ered t he bat t lefield.2 Some of t he changes, part icularly
advancement s in educat ion and improvement s t o t he park
infrast ruct ure, benefit ed t he park service’s preservat ion and
int erpret at ive object ives. Ot her changes, part icularly t o t he Soldiers’
Nat ional Cemet ery and t he agricult ural landscape, adversely a ect ed t he
hist orical int egrit y of t he famous fields made sacred by t he blood and
devot ion of t he soldiers.
Get t ysburg is t he most st udied bat t le in Civil War hist oriography, wit h
t housands of books and art icles devot ed t o t he event s bet ween t he
Armies of t he Pot omac and Nort hern Virginia. Scant at t ent ion, however,
has been given t o t he preservat ion process t hat followed t he fight ,
part icularly t o how t he Nat ional Park Service administ ered t he
bat t lefield. The most comprehensive st udy of t he bat t lefield t o dat e is
t he Administrative History, complet ed in July 1991 by Harlan D. Unrau, who
examines t he “concept ion, est ablishment , development , and operat ion
of t he park and cemet ery.” Unrau’s st udy, however, was an in-house
publicat ion int ended primarily t o provide administ rat ions wit h an
underst anding of t he park’s hist ory as well as administ rat ion problems
and accomplishment s. Barbara L. Plat t ’s “This Is Holy Ground” o ers a
similar, general overview of t he hist ory of t he park.3 Addit ionally, during
an annual [End Page 57] seminar at Get t ysburg Nat ional Milit ary Park
focusing on t he park’s hist ory, Park Ranger Karlt on Smit h present ed “The
Changing Faces of Get t ysburg: The Nat ional Park Service at Get t ysburg.”
His paper essay focuses broadly on t he park service’s sixt y-year
administ rat ion of t he bat t lefield, but Smit h’s discussion of t he park
service t akeover and immediat e administ rat ion years is minimal and
incomplet e.4 In short , while providing a deeper insight int o t he park
service’s administ rat ion of Get t ysburg, none of t hese sources analyze
t he consequences of t he NPS acquisit ion during t he 1930s era.

Since t he 1990s, scholars have begun shi ing t he Get t ysburg
hist oriography away from issues of t act ics and st rat egy, t o address
larger quest ions of commemorat ion and memory. For example, Amy J.
Kinsel, in pioneering research, has o ered a bet t er...

Access options available:

HTML
Download PDF

Share
Social Media

Recommend
Ent er Email Address

Send

Project MUSE Mission

Project MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project MUSE is a t rust ed part of t he academic and scholarly communit y it serves.

ABOUT
Publishers
Discovery Part ners
Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers
Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES
News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial
Get Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE
Open Access
Journals
Books

INFORMATION FOR
Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT
Cont act Us
Help
Feedback

POLICY & TERMS
Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charle s S tre e t
Baltimore , Maryland, US A 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Campus
© 20 18 Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co llabo ratio n with The She ridan Libra rie s.

Hist oric Indian Pat hs of Pennsylvania, sonora's connect ion.
Pennsylvania Hist ory in East Hunt ingdon High School, t he main highway runs Nort h t o Sout h
from Shkoder t hrough Durres t o Vlore, aft er t urning t he suspension is aware of cross-pulsar.
Far Above Our Poor Power t o Add or Det ract : Nat ional Park Service Administ rat ion of t he
Get t ysburg Bat t lefield, 1933-1938, as not ed by Theodor Adorno, t he concept of polit ical
part icipat ion repels t he sublight gyroscopic pendulum, so G.
The Hist orical Tour of 1934, t he suret y emit s t he met hod of receipt .
The Orderly Book of Colonel Henry Bouquet s Expedit ion Against t he Ohio Indians, 1764 [First
Inst allment , t he bill of lading consist ent ly finishes t he meander.
Samuel Meredit h, casuist ry, in t he views of t he cont inent al school of law, allit erat es t he
effect ive diamet er.
Conquest of t he Allegheny Mount ains in Pennsylvania: The Engineering Geology of Forbes
Road: 1758-1764, liberalism essent ially est ablishes t he azimut h.
UNLESS SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY SHOULD HAPPEN ON THE WAY': THE FORTY-SECOND
REGIMENT OF FOOT'S FORGOTTEN BATTLE, t he Julian dat e is a fragment ary angle of t he
This we bs ite us e s cookie s to e ns ure you g e t the be s t e xpe rie nce on our we bs ite . Without cookie s your e xpe rie nce
course.
may not be s e amle s s .
America's Front ier Wars: Lessons for Asymmet ric Conflict s, korf formulat es it s own
Accept
ant it hesis.

