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At the  time  of young  S cots woman E6ie  G ray's  marriag e  to  nine te e nth-ce ntury Britis h art critic  John Rus kin,
the  ide al of companionate  marriag e  was  be coming  s e cure ly e s tablis he d within the  middle  clas s . The
couple 's  conflicting  e xpe ctations  and inte rpre tations  of the  companionate  ide al le d to  e s trang e me nt and
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marital bre akdown at a time  whe n divorce  re form was  wide ly dis cus s e d. The  author conce ntrate s  on E6ie 's
e xpe rie nce  and he r courag e  in e nduring  and e ve ntually le aving  the  re lations hip.
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