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Abstract

At the time ofyoung Scotswoman Effie Gray's marriage to nineteenth-century British art critic John Ruskin,
the ideal of companionate marriage was becoming securelyestablished within the middle class. The
couple's conflicting expectations and interpretations ofthe companionate idealled to estrange ment and
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marital breakdown at a time whendivorce reformwas widelydiscussed. The authorconcentrates on Effie's
experience and hercourage inenduring and eve ntually leaving the relationship.
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